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BREEDING OF THE LINEOQLATED PARRAKEET 
Bolborhynchus lineola lineola) 


By A. A. PRestwicu (Southgate, England) 


The Lineolated or Lineated Parrakeet—possibly Barred Parrakeet 
is preferable—was first described and named Psittacula lineola by 
Cassin in 1853. 

It appears to be by no means a common species, though of wide 
range: Peters gives its distribution as ‘‘ Subtropical zone in the 
mountains of Central America from southern Mexico to western 
Panama ’”’, but being such a inconspicuous little bird it might easily 
be overlooked. 

Very little seems to have been written about this parrakeet and 
what little has tells us almost nothing respecting its habits in the 
wild state. 

O. Salvin (1871) writes: ‘‘ Mr. Godman and I discovered a small 
flock in the Volcan de Fuego [Guatemala] at an elevation of about 
8,000 feet above the sea-level. We saw them in a tree overhanging the 
track to Acatenango, above the Indian huts of Calderas, and succeeded 
in securing three of four specimens before the rest took fright and 
flew away.” 

Emmet Reid Blake (1953) in his recently published work, merely 
says: “‘ A rare bird in Mexico, this species occurs only in dense forests 
at high altitudes.” 

This parrakeet has been imported spasmodically in small numbers. 
The Zoological Society of London received its first example in 1886 ; 
followed by two in 1889, and a fourth in 1895. Since then there have, 
of course, been a few others, and a couple or so were added to the 
collection during 1951-52. 

Mr. D. Seth-Smith had a pair at one time, and writes: “ It is 
somewhat delicate, and should never be subjected to a lower tempera- 
ture than 60° Fahr.’”’ The Duke of Bedford says the same, but I believe 
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he is merely repeating Mr. Seth-Smith’s observation and that it was 
not based on his own experience. The present writer wintered 
(1926-27) a pair in an unheated, well-sheltered aviary in the New 
Forest ; and last year two pairs were not taken in until mid-November, 
by which time there had been two or three light frosts. All last winter 
Mr. Vane kept a pair in an unheated bird-room and on several 
occasions the drinking water was frozen—they suffered no ill-effects. 
Mr. Norris, on the other hand, has two pairs that show signs of 
extreme discomfort when subjected to even a slight reduction of 
normal temperature. These experiences are somewhat inconsistent 
and it is perhaps best to play for safety and to take them in at the first 
sign of frost. 

The plumage is not identical in the sexes, as is generally stated. 
The female is slightly smaller than the male and appears to be stouter 
in build. The rump is less strongly spotted with black ; all the black 
edges to the feathers are narrower, especially of the lesser wing- 
coverts ; the tail is wholly green, the feathers not being broadly tipped 
with black as in the male ; the beak hardly differs in form. 

The Lineolated is slightly crepuscular in habits. In daytime it is 
usually quiescent, and “ freezes” for long periods. It frequently 
perches lengthways on branches, and one is irresistibly reminded of 
a miniature Nightjar. It may be said to creep rather than walk : I do 
not remember ever seeing this bird actually walking on the ground. 
It is not generally realized how many psittacines prefer to sleep 
hanging head downwards; the Lineolated decidedly has this 
preference. 

During late 1951 and early 1952, possibly thirty pairs were im- 
ported. I rather fear that only about five or six survive to-day. Three 
pairs were secured for the ‘* Darenth-Hulme”’ collection ; one pair died 
within a few days, but the four survivors did well and were put in an 
aviary from late spring until late autumn. Both pairs took possession 
of lovebird nest-boxes, but I think merely for use as dormitories, at 
any rate they made no attempt to breed. 

On being returned to their aviary in 1953, both pairs immediately 
re-occupied nest-boxes. On several evenings both pairs were seen to 
indulge in what was apparently a form of courtship. A pair would 
stand facing one another, stretch vertically to the fullest possible 
extent, and with beaks interlocked remain in this position for a few 
moments. On no occasion was coition observed. This display gave 
cause to hope that one pair at least would nest in earnest. Owing to 
the secretive nature of these birds it was decided that should they 
nest it would be best to leave them entirely to their own devices, and 
not to interfere with their nesting in any way whatsoever. Conse- 
quently, it was not possible to determine the incubation period or to 
note the colour of the nest down. 
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One pair had four eggs but only hatched one; the other three 
contained well-developed embryos. The parents, having only one 
young one to look after, reared it remarkably well. The young one, 
a male, is fully as large as its parents. The colour is rather paler than 
in an adult, the markings are less distinct, and there is a slight bluish 
tinge on the head. 

The other pair had five eggs which they eventually deserted, when 
it was found that three were fertile and two clear. The nest-boxes 
had about an inch of peat moss placed in the bottom, otherwise the 
nests consisted of nothing apart from a few feathers. 

These charming little parrakeets do very well on a mixture of canary, 
white millet, oats, and a little hemp. Soaked millet sprays are greatly 
relished, and soft, sweet apple is an essential part of their diet. 


It is believed that this is a first complete success. Miss M. E. Baker, 
of Loughborough, had a young one leave the nest in 1913, but 
it was accidentally drowned. It is a little doubtful that it was fully 
independent of its parents and the event is usually considered an 
incomplete success. 

Any member or reader knowing of any other breeding of this species 
in Great Britain or Northern Ireland is requested to communicate at 
once with the Hon. Secretary. 
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NEWS FROM MY AVIARIES IN AMERICA 
AND EUROPE IN 1953 


By J. DeLAcour (Los Angeles, California, U.S.A.) 


One season has now elapsed since I gave an account of my Los 
Angeles aviaries. Some birds have been reared and new ones have been 
added. It was too early to expect anything from the ducks or the 
Palawan Peacock Pheasants, but a few Harlequins and Painted 
Quails have been reared by the parents. A pair of Diamond Doves 
produced five pairs of young, while only one young of the silver 
variety was raised ; there are also three young Mountain Witches, 
one Bartlett’s Bleeding-heart, eight Brush Bronze-wings, all from 
one pair, and three Pigmy Doves. Interesting species have recently 
been added: Blue-headed and Ruddy Mountain Pigeons, from 
Cuba ; Moustache and Martinique Ruddy, the former never imported 
before, I think, and very attractive, as well as scarce in the West 
Indies, and some lovely Jobi Ground Pigeons from New Guinea, 
which used to breed so well at Cléres. 

Among the passerine birds, four Painted, three Bichenow’s, and 
eight Long-tailed Grassfinches, three Diamond Sparrows, and two 
Cuban Finches were reared ; one pair each of grey, silver, and white 
Zebra Finches raised over forty young. 

[I keep adding a number of species to my small collection, and 
naturally I have had to build six more aviaries near the top of the 
garden: a block of three, each 11 x 5 feet ; another one of three, 


9 X 3 feet. These useful little pens have a good shelter open to the 


south, and prove excellent. One contains various weavers, Parson, and 
Zebra Finches, a pair of Ruddy Mountain Pigeons, one of Peruvian 
Ground Doves, and Australian Swamp Quails. The next two are 
inhabited by various Australian finches, a pair of Yellow-winged 
Sugar Birds bred in a canary cage at the San Diego Zoo; a pair of 
silver Diamond Doves, Blue-headed Pigeons, and Painted Quails. The 
three smaller compartments are dedicated to Gouldian Finches and 
Plumed Ground Doves ; Budgerigars of uncommon varieties, most 
of them from Cléres, Mearn’s, and Harlequin Quails, and Bleeding- 
heart Pigeons. 

Some nine species have been added to the large flight over the 
stream ; a trio of Imperial Pheasants, reared in 1953 by Mr. Macken- 
sen, who keeps a breeding pair for me ; a pair of the rare Hawaiian 
Ducks, kindly sent by Mr. Paul Breese, Director of Honolulu Zoo, 
four South African Jacanas, a pair of Hartlaub’s Touracous, a Long- 
tailed Glossy Starling; Australian Zosterops, Japanese Varied Tits, 
Australian Lapwings, Blue Scaly Quails, and a few other birds have 
been placed into other aviaries. 
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Circumstances have prevented this year my usual visit to Europe, 
but according to Mr. Fooks’s reports, the birds at Cléres are flourishing. 
A number of new species have been added, including Ocellated 
Turkeys presented by the San Diego Zoo, rare waterfowl, pheasants, 
doves, parrakeets, and small birds. The collection there is now 
reaching its old standard. All the birds which I rear in California, and 
others presented by friends, are finding their way to Cléres, while 
some have been purchased in Europe, in Africa, Australia, and in South 
America. Quite a number of young have been reared at Cleéres in 
1952 and 1953, among which are Rheas, Spicifer, and other Pea- 
fowl ; Siamese Firebacks, Mikado, Edwards’, Swinhoe’s, Horsfield’s, 
Cheer, Bel’s, Blue and Brown Eared Pheasants, Red and Sonnerat’s 
Junglefowl ; Blue and Greater Snow, Cereopsis, Magellan, Ashy- 
headed, Blue-winged, Egyptian, and Orinoco Geese ; South African 
and Common Sheld-Ducks ; wild Muscovies ; Mandarin and Carolinas; 
American and Chiloe Wigeons ; Shovelers, Pintails, Bahamas (includ- 
ing a white one), Gadwall, Cinnamon and Chilean Teal, American 
Black Ducks, Red-crested Pochards, Red-heads, etc.; Wonga- 
wonga Pigeons, Green-winged, Bronze-winged, Senegal, Peruvian 
Ground, Bar-shouldered, Diamond Doves ; many Fischer’s and some 
Masked Lovebirds, and a large number of pied and other Budgerigars. 

An imported pair of Black-necked Swans, after four, years, nested 
in August, but failed to rear the two cygnets hatched. 

Considering the difficulties of the present time, the comparatively 
small staff, and the disturbance caused by tens of thousands of visitors, 
such results are quite satisfactory. 

* * * 


BREEDING OF THE CROWNED WOOD- 
PARTRIDGE 
(Rollulus roulroul) 
By Ir. F. J. APPELMAN (Rotterdam, Holland) 


The hen of the pair that lives in one of the aviaries in the big Hothouse 
at the Rotterdam Zoo “ Blijdorp”’ (see AvicULTURAL MAGAZINE, 
Vol. 59, No. 5—September—October, 1953), laid six eggs in a small 
hole under some stones, four of which were fertile. 

A small bantam foster-mother spoiled two eggs, but of the other 
two which were brooded in the incubator, one chick was hatched, 
which afterwards proved to be a cock. 

From the beginning the little fellow was very vigorous and bullied 
a much bigger bantam-chick that was given him as a companion. He 
was fed in the same way as newly hatched pheasants and thrived. 

He has become a very beautiful proud young cock, with a fine red 
crest on his little head. 
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THE BEARDED BARBET 
(Pogornorhyncus dubius) (?) 
By H. A. Fooxs (Burwash, Sussex, England) 


I unfortunately do not possess a copy of Bannerman on West African 
birds, but from notes made from the books when I was in Nigeria, 
the description did not tally with my own observations of birds which 
were found between Kaduna and Jos. 

The description (it may not have been Bannerman) was that the 
entire top of the head, back, and wings were black, while the birds 
I saw had a red patch on the forehead and a thin bar of red on the 
secondaries. ‘These markings are, however, only supposed to apply 
to the Saw-toothed Barbet. The latter lacks the amazing bristles 
which decorate the base of the bill of the Bearded so that it would be 
difficult to make an error in identification. 

The impression of the bird in flight is red and black, very noticeable 
against the green foliage of the trees, though occasionally they may 
be seen making a brief visit to the ground. They do not seem to flock 
and are normally seen in pairs or singly. From my hut I could some- 
times see as many as half a dozen pairs, though they became scarce 
directly the particular fruit on which they had been feeding ceased 
to be available in fair quantities. I managed to obtain several young 
from the nest and found them easy to rear on bread and milk and 
Mellins Food mixed with an equal measure of mashed banana. As 
soon as the feathers commenced to sprout a few termites were added 
to their hourly feed, these were increased as the birds grew and the 
bread was proportionately lessened. It was noticeable that as soon 
as the termite ration was for any reason lessened, the young birds 
showed signs of decline. Several old birds which I kept invariably 
swallowed whatever was fed them without making any attempt 
first to break it up, regardless of the size of the piece. Their con- 
tortions in swallowing any outsize fruit was strangely reminiscent of 
Charlie Chaplin swallowing a piece of dry bread or something he 
did not much fancy. I frequently saw these birds searching the flowers 
of the cotton trees though whether for insects or nectar could not be 
determined. The crops of some birds contained a large proportion 
of insects and included large beetles from which the wing cases had 
not been detached. Judging by the size of these insects it would appear 
that they had been taken deliberately. 

The size and power of these birds’ beaks is out of all proportion 
to the use to which they could be put and I can assign no particular 
use to the outsize bristles in spite of spending hours with both binoculars 
and telescope watching them feeding. The sketch is from a live 


bird which I had for some time and which I had to release as no 
livestock was allowed on the plane. 
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ABOUT MY AVIARIES 


By Gust. A. Gyessinc (Drammen, Norway 


Everyone I talk to is surprised when they hear that I keep a fairly 
large collection of birds, mainly Australian Parrakeets, in outside flights 
in Norway, which, most people appear to think is the border to the 
North Pole! But, as many English aviculturists who have read Cage Birds 
through the years know, I have now worked at the hobby in Norway 
since 1934, and have had fairly good results. What losses I have had, 
have never been because of the weather, but mostly have been caused 
by my own inexperience and lack of knowledge as to what to do in 
time of trouble. I have remedied this by bothering eminent avi- 
culturists the world over with a lot of questions. I know to-day a lot 
more than I knew, and have this year built new quarters for my 
birds, and this is what I intend to tell my colleagues in the Avicultural 
Society about. 

The war put a stop to my bird-keeping for a while. I experienced 
a lot of changes and ended up by buying the new property ‘ Wood- 
berry Hill’? here in Drammen. As soon as I had moved I set about 
planning a new aviary, and last October began to write to all the 
aviculturists I knew in England, Australia, Germany, and U.S.A., 
in order to obtain suggestions and experiences from them, so that I 
could get my new aviary as near the ideal as possible. I built a 
structure 10 metres long and 3 metres wide from two layers of wood 
panelling boards, and insulated with glass-wool, which was encased 
in tarred paper. I used glass-wool because it is 100 per cent vermin 
proof. Plenty of windows in the front of the house, and flights facing 
south, the back wall facing north, and the whole very nicely located 
inside small woods, which are a good protection against the weather. 
The entrance holes to the flights I placed down by the ground 
against the advice of many aviculturists, but knowing that warm 
air goes up and cold air stays down, I figured that the further down 
the holes were the more warm air I would conserve in winter. I will 
admit that it took a long time to train the birds to use these entrances 
regularly, but I succeeded, and now they all do so without any trouble. 


The flights were built in compartments, each compartment to accom- 
modate one breeding pair of parrakeets. 
In the middle of the “ battery ’ 


of compartments, I built a large 
one intended to hold possible young birds. The house, as I have stated, 


was 10 metres long. At the end of this house I built a large open 


flight without a connecting inside flight, 7 yards by 1.1 yards, where 
chis summer I have had a pair of Roseate Cockatoos. The inside 
flights are 1.1 yard by 1.7 yard, and all compartments, inside and 


“7 
outside, are about 3 yards high. For netting I have used the strongest 





GUST. A. GJESSING ABOUT MY AVIARIES 9 


one can buy in half-inch mesh. All compartment walls are double 
to avoid biting of feet and beaks through the netting. Outside netting 
walls are double to keep out cats and other animals, only the front 
is single to allow a good view. 

The aviary is so placed that I can see it from all the important 
windows in the main house. I use fluorescent lighting, two lamps each 
of 40 watts. This can be turned on and off from the main house. 
Around the bird aviary I have planted many hundreds of beautiful 
and strange mosses and other plants, collected in the woods of Norway 
and moved into my place. I wanted the whole thing to be original 
and beautiful, and have so far been more than lucky. From the road 
there is a special entrance into the rockery where the aviary is located. 
This has been planted with nice small junipers so as to look like 
cypresses. Between the junipers I have nice young heather, and 
between the heather lots and lots of field flowers, the names of which 
I do not know in English. There are bluebells, red, white, yellow, 
and lilac flowers and some dwarf ferns. A basin I have made in front 
of the aviaries out of granite blocks, surrounded by nature-stonework, 
is also planted with strange rare mosses which bloom crimson, white, 
yellow, and blue. Surrounding the basin are the only cultivated 
plants in the whole garden, some Kamus lilies, tall ferns, and flowers 
in various colours, spirea and water-swordgrasses. In midsummer 
the whole thing looks like a colourful painting. I must here admit—lI 
have not done this by myself, a friend, artist and sculptor, planned the 
whole thing, and we have done the work together. I did not want 
to employ strangers to do it, because the real art would then not be 
the same as when you do it with your own hands. A lot of love for 
God’s nature lies in this arrangement. 

Above the aviaries I have built a large stone terrace from loose 
stones and planted colourful flowers among the stones. The top of 
the terrace, which is about 25 yards square, is a lawn. In the corner, 
right up against the house, I have planted an aviary, made from 
rustic birch, with colourful berberis bushes. There the Australian 
finches belonging to my wife will go in summer. This aviary is 
34 by 3} yards and 3 yards high. There is a window into the 
cellar (my cellar lies above ground), and inside in the cellar I have 
partitioned off and made a bird-room where I have two flights. 
One is connected with the finch aviary, 2} by 2} yards by 2} yards 
high, and the other somewhat smaller is intended to house a pair 
of Ara severa during winter. In the summer I will keep it for 
eventualities. 

In this bird-room I have my feed, a work-bench, shelves with my 
mealworm boxes, and a battery of cages of the type in England 
called ‘* Budgie breeding-cages’”’. I use them for quarantine for new 
arrivals and possible young ones, should I get more than I can 
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accommodate in other places. It is always good to have some reserve 
place. 

With the kind help of many of our members in the Avicultural 
Society, and with special thanks to the Hon. Secretary, Mr. Prestwich, 
for his helpful assistance, I have been able to buy quite a collection 
this year. Most birds came from England, some from Denmark, 
and one pair from Australia. I now have the following species housed 
in my aviary :- 

2/3 Rosella, 1/2 Stanley, 1/1 Princess of Wales, 5/3 Bourkes, 
1/1 Roseate Cockatoo, 1/1 Ara severa, 1/1 Rock Peplar, 10/10 
Budgies (all unusual types), and twenty different finches, Red Cardinals 
‘with three young in the nest at present), orange Canaries, white and 
grey Java Sparrows, Bengalese, Cordon Bleu, Grass Finches, Zebras. 
These include this year’s young. 

I did not get the aviary finished before the middle of May, 1953. The 
birds were practically all young ones from the previous season (1952 
but still I had the fortune of breeding eight young Bourkes, one young 
Rosella, and a number of Zebras and Budgerigers. I have three 
young Virginian Cardinals in the nest, and am trying to bring them 
up on mealworms and egg food mixed with raw meat. I have little 
hope, but will try anyhow. It is too late in the season. Had this 
occurred in the summer, I would have let the grown birds out to catch 
insects, they do not leave home when they have young ones ; I have 
tried this once before with success. 

I am very anxious to see how the whole collection comes through the 
severe winter in the high altitude of Konnerud ; I live at 300 metres 
above sea level, the air is thin and clear and dry. The birds seem to 
thrive on the climate so far, and they have come into as good a condition 
as can be expected. 


I imagine space in the Magazine is limited, so will let this be enough. 
At some later date I will relate something about the other bird-people 
we have here ; they are few, but there are some that are very interested. 
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THE BREEDING OF THE BLACK-CRESTED 
FINCH 


By C. ar ENnenyetm (Helsingfors, Finland) 


The Black-crested Finch—Lophospingus pusillus—from the interior 
of Argentine, was, as far as I know, first imported into Europe about 
twenty years ago. In a consignment of South American birds I got 
four birds, apparently two pairs, of a species new to me, and the 
name was not known by the Dutch importer. I sent a description to 
Mr. Karl Neunzig in Berlin, who gave me their name and particulars. 
At that time I had no further results with them, and gave them to a 
friend, who is specially interested in South American birds. 

On a trip to the Continent in 1950 I was happy again to secure 
five birds, two cocks and three hens. In an indoor-flight in my bird- 
room in my house the birds behaved quite peaceably all the winter. 
I should mention that one pair of the birds was obtained from a 
private aviculturist, who had kept them in his somewhat roomy 
birdhouse with an adjoining outside flight, in the company of various 
small birds—Weaverfinches mainly—but parted with them because 
they were rather aggressive towards other birds. The other three 
birds were freshly imported. 

In the spring of 1951 I put the first-named pair in an outdoor 
flight with an adjoining closed-in room in the company of various 
small finches and weavers, about ten pairs in all. The flight was 
approximately 20 by 7 by 7 feet, the indoor compartment about 
7 by 7 by 7 feet. I had no opportunity to follow the birds very closely, 
but never observed that they were aggressive to other inmates. In 
July I observed an open nest, cup-shaped and very deep, made of 
coconut-fibres and lined with white dog hair. The nest was built 
in a Harzer wicker cage and contained three eggs. As a pair of Canaries 
also shared the flight I first thought that the nest belonged to those 
birds, but later on observed that the Crested Finches visited the nest. 
Two youngsters were duly hatched and reared. They left the nest when 
about fourteen days old, but were fed by the cock for a long time, I think 
about a month. The hen eventually settled down for another clutch 
of three eggs from which two youngsters were hatched and left the 
nest in due course. As far as I could see nothing but fresh ants’ eggs 
were used for feeding. I had a lot also frozen for later use, but when 
the fresh ants’ eggs, through some disturbance in the freezing-room, 
were spoilt the fate of my four young Lophospingus was sealed, and 
they all died, still apparently being dependent on this food. 

In 1952 no attempts at breeding were made, and the old cock 
died. In the spring, 1953, I got a new cock and mated him to 
the old hen. As I was anxious to make some closer observations 
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I put the pair in a flight in the bird-room in the house situated close 
to my office, so I had time to look at the birds at frequent intervals. 
The flight is approximately 8 by 6 feet and about 7} feet high. The 
room also contained five or six pairs of other small birds, Red-headed 
Parrot Finches, Zebra Finches, Cherry Finches, Cordon Bleus, 
Avadavats, Green Avadavats, and Bichenow Finches. As _ nests, 
Harzer wicker cages and small plywood boxes 5 by 5 by 5 inches, with 
half-open fronts were used. There were not very many branches, 


but they were sufficient. There was a big window facing south and a 


smaller one facing east. All feeding receptacles, open shallow glass 
feeders, were placed on a zinc plate on the floor, with the bathing 
facilities as well. 

The Lophospingus settled down quite quickly and started nest- 
building in a Harzer cage. The nest was again mainly built of coconut- 
fibres and lined with white hair from a wire-haired terrier (a very 
good and highly treasured lining material easily obtained from every 
dog trimmer). I am sorry I cannot give the exact date of the first egg, 
two only were laid. One youngster was hatched on 4th May and 
left the nest on 18th May, two weeks old. The youngster was not able 
to fly up, but sat in a corner most of the time on the first day and 
was regularly fed by the cock. Already on 20th May I observed the 
youngster in one of the feeders, but am not quite sure if it took any 
seed. Already the next day, 21st, the youngster sat on a rather high 
branch, and on the following day, 22nd, it flew very well. Two days 
later some bird, I did not know which, started to pluck the youngster 
badly on the breast. Later on I observed it was the cock. This plucking 
grew so bad that I had to separate the young on 1st June, by which 
time it seemed quite able to fend for himself. I put him alone in a 
box cage 30 by 14 by 18 inches, in which he soon regained his plumage. 
He was feeding mainly on fresh ants’ eggs and milksop, which also 
had been used by the parents for feeding, also some sprouted seed, 
millet and canary, and possibly some egg food was taken. Lots of 
chickweed had been at the birds’ disposal all the time, and probably 
also used for feeding the youngsters. As far as I could observe the 
young one was fed mainly by the hen for the first week, after which 
time the cock also took part in the feeding. After leaving the nest 
the youngster was fed only by the cock and ignored by the hen, 
except that she also plucked it. As to the colour of the young bird, 
this was rather similar to the hen, only with some irregular, not 
very defined stripes down the breast. The crest was already clearly 
visible before it left the nest. On the 29th July the youngster seemed 
ill and died on the same day, as far as I could see, from enteritis. 

Further mating was observed on 26th May and two eggs were 
laid on 31st May and ist June, but the hen refused to sit. Nest-building 
was started again in the same Harzer cage and a new nest placed at 
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the side of the earlier one. On 25th June again two eggs were observed 
and two young hatched on 5th and 6th July. One of these died on 
12th July and the other left the nest on 17th July. This youngster 
was not plucked, but had to be transferred to an adjoining flight on 
8th August. This young bird—probably a hen—s still living at the 
time of writing (22nd November), and is exactly like the old hen. 

On 19th July a fourth clutch of two eggs was observed and two 
youngsters hatched about 31st July, but died on 5th and 7th August. 

The pair had usually behaved quite peaceably, but sometimes the 
cock started to chase some bird—usually a Zebra Finch up and down 
the flight. At length I had to transfer the Zebra Finches, as I wished 
to observe the Lophospingus and would not disturb them. After the 
fourth unsuccessful clutch the cock apparently thought it would be 
better to have the room for himself and his wife, so he started in a 
typical Cardinal-manner to chase now one bird, now another. As 
the victims happened to be Red-headed Parrot Finches, Plum-headed 
Finches, and Bichenows, which all had young I decided to catch the 
pair and put them alone in a smaller compartment about 6 by 3 feet, 
but of the same height as the previous one. This flight they shared only 
with a pair of Painted Quail, in which they took no interest. In this 
compartment they started to build a new nest in a Harzer cage and on 
15th August two eggs were in the nest. Two youngsters hatched on 
27th and 28th August, one of which died on 7th September, the other 
leaving the nest on gth September, apparently a bit too early. On 
the same date the nest was transferred. As I had to go abroad on the 
same day, my wife took over the care of that special pair and reported 
to me that the young was plucked for a couple of days, but that 
the plucking then stopped. Apparently the lack of opportunity for 
further nest-building was the reason. On my return home on 26th 
October all three birds were in good condition, but a fortnight later 
the cock started to pluck and chase the young one, so I transferred 
it to the adjoining larger compartment already mentioned. The young 
bird had been damaged by the plucking of some of the primaries, 
so that he could not fly very well and used to climb up the netting 
to a branch. On these occasions the cock furiously attacked the young 
one through the wires and still plucked its breast. I had now to 
transfer it to the cage already mentioned, where it seemed to settle 
down quite satisfactorily and the feathers were soon in order. 

I now wonder whether the reason for plucking is that the parents 
wish to nest again or that the cock feels that the young one is possibly 
a cock. As stated earlier the other young one, now about five months 
old, has not shown any signs of changing plumage, so it is probably 
a hen. I should of course be very interested to have a young: cock, 
as there are, as far as I know, no data about the time the cocks moulting 
out to adult plumage. I should also mention that it is certainly not 
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my custom to take five clutches in succession from one pair as a 
general rule, but I was interested to see how many clutches this some- 
what rare species would lay and I also was anxious to obtain more 
youngsters in order to observe their development. 

The description of the egg is as follows : slightly pointed, greenish- 
grey, marked with streaks and spots of two darker shades, more 
pronounced towards the larger end. Size 19-20 by 15 mm. 

As stated earlier, the bird was first imported alive to Europe about 
twenty years ago, again after the last war in 1949 in larger numbers 
and probably from time to time since then, as it is sometimes advertised 
in the fancy press. 

As far as I know the Black-crested Finch was first bred by the late 
Dr. Maurice Amsler in 1939 and later by Mr. Allen Silver, and in 
1949 and 1951 in Switzerland by Professor Hans Steiner, who gives 
a very interesting account of the breeding in Vol. 8 of Die Gefiederte 
Welt, 1953. I do not think it is an easy bird to rear, it is just the same 
thing as with many other species, that you must be lucky even to get a 
pair which wishes to breed. For instance, my other cock has been 
paired with both my other hens under exactly the same conditions, 
but they have never made any attempts to breed. This shows the 
wisdom of always getting several specimens of a species you are 
anxious to breed. 

The species was first discovered by Burmeister om his expedition to 
the La Plata States in 1856, and later, in 1863, described in Journal 
fiir Ornithologie as Gubernatrix pusilla. In the Checklist, Vol. 12, Dr. R. 
Bowdler Sharpe describes the bird as Lophospingus pusillus, but says 
that the female is similar to the male. This, however, is wrong. 
The sexes of adult birds are easily distinguished. The cock has a black 
throat spot which is lacking in the female, and the stripes are more 
clearly defined in the cock, also the breast colour is a trifle deeper. In 
his large book, Die fremdldndischen Stubenvigel, Part 1, 1879, Dr. Karl 


Russ describes the bird as a Lesser Green Cardinal. In spite of the 


fact that there is no green colour in the Lophospingus, there is a certain 
resemblance between the two species, especially the female of the Green 
Cardinal. ‘There is, however, a very remarkable difference in size, 
the L. pusillus being only 4.8 inches long and the Green Cardinal 
7.5 inches. 

Further notes written on 3rd Fanucry, 1954. 

On ist December I noted the older chick—born on 5th July 
warbling with a very loud voice, and in a few days it was singing 
loudly as the old cock. The chick started serious battles through the 
wire-netting with his father in the adjoining flight, both plucking each 
other on the breast. I had to transfer the bird to a box cage. At the 
same time I observed a grey spot on the throat, growing each day, so 
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that a month later the bird had a patch almost as big as that of the old 
cock. At the same time the grey stripes on the sides of the head have 
grown darker, and are now almost black. Contrary to my earlier 


belief, this bird is a cock, the moulting out into adult plumage seems 
to start when the bird is about five months old and will be finished in 
about six weeks. 

* P x 


“GALLUS JOHNSONI” AND OTHER HYBRIDS 
By Davin M. Jounson (Port Orchard, Washington State, U.S.A. 


It is now a year since I made a report to the Avicultural Society on 
facts observed in the breeding of my birds for the season. Fourteen 
husky youngsters still survive in their juvenile plumage. 

I will first, however, describe the eclipse in the hybrid cock which 
took place in June, 1953; it would seem that the hybrid changes 
more towards sonneralti with age. This cock lost his hackles, 
and they have been replaced with short, rounded, flat black feathers. 
The shoulders, formerly maroon red, are now showing the waxy webbed 
character of sonnerati, but the shanks are still pink. Strangest of 
all, one wattle has receded completely, while the opposite one has 
moved towards the centre of the throat. This is most interesting. 
It would not surprise me, if when this cock blooms again, perhaps in 
August, the spotted hackles returned. 

I have raised a few second-generation hybrids this season, only to 
prove conclusively that the hybrid is fertile. Having to use a sister 
hen and not having any fresh blood of a non-related stock, I have not 
been anxious to breed from them. The eggs, though of the highest 
fertility, did not hatch well. 

The chicks were unable to break through the shell, and were at first 
tiny and delicate. They were, however, strong enough after a week. 
I have had reports from other States of poor hatches from pure 
sonneratt, which causes me to wonder if lack of new blood is not a 
strong factor in this case. 

Now for the report of what I am pleased to call ‘ Gallus johnsont.”’ 
These are the super birds derived from a three-quarter sonneratt cock 
and a Cornish bantam hen. The pencilling is dark, the eggs were 100 
per cent fertile, and all the chicks hatched out and lived. ‘These chicks 
were robust from the egg, docile and tractable yet with a certain 
reserve, and with a hearty dislike of being touched or handled. 
They were suspicious of danger and ever alert. The blend of these 
two species is indeed harmonious. Half-grown pullets show many 
of the attributes of sonnerati, including whitish breasts and _ throats, 
tails carried low, as in both species, wings proportionately larger than 
in the Cornish bantam, but with bones somewhat larger than in 
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the sonnerati. ‘The length of leg gives a graceful carriage, and the 
body is round and compact. The juvenile plumage resembles certain 
grouse of the same age ; the feathering of all is perfectly uniform, the 
heads are round, and there is no visible comb or wattle. None of the 
females of any of these hybrids has the facial skin. The colour is rather 
brown with the exception that just before a hen is laying there may be 
a slight rosy tint at the tip of her very small pea comb. 

At present the juvenile plumage of birds of the year is not like either 
of the species from which they are derived ; it is rather distinctly its 
own yet withal a pleasant blend of both. In some future issue of the 
AVICULTURAL MAGAZINE I may be able to give a description of the 
adult plumage of these birds. The cockerels have yellow legs and the 
pullets green. 


When considering the general characteristics of these birds it may 


be of interest to mention that they are quite playful, but in sham 
battles do not seem to hurt one another at all, and they are, in rapidity 
of movement, not to be compared with the comparatively slow-moving 
domestic fowl. 

The three-quarter sonnerali cock would give one the impression, 
in the early morning especially, that he had turned vicious, as he 
delights in scaring the pullets of the year, frightening them until they 
seek cover, when he promptly finds them and affectionately tugs their 
neck and breast feathers, indicating that no harm is intended. 

Our worst predators here are racoons which have become quite 
bold, and the so-called civets or little spotted skunks, which steal eggs 
and sometimes chicks, so that everything must be kept under wire. 


* * 


BREEDING OF MEXICAN PTILOGONYS 
By A. H. IsENBERG (Woodside, California, U.S.A. 


On our first trip by motor to Mexico in 1945 I saw for the first time 
live Ptilogonys at about 8,000 feet elevation between Mexico City 
and Taxco. It was a wonderful sight to see these lovely, graceful 
birds in their native habitat. There were about seven of them, and 
they were feeding on some sort of berries on a tree with reddish bark, 
not unlike our Madrone trees in California. Their pleasant call notes 
were constantly uttered as they flew from the food tree to another, 
back and forth. The time of year was April, so that the country was 
extremely dry. 

Upon arrival at Taxco my wife and I were wandering about the 
fascinating old streets when we passed a seamstress’ shop, and there, to 
my great joy, was a fine pair of Ptilogonys in a very small cage. 


No amount of persuasion and begging on my part would persuade 


—s _ 
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the lady who owned the birds to part with them, even though | 
offered her 100 pesos (about $8.00). I was so excited and so dis- 
appointed. We thanked the lady for letting us see her birds, and 
asked where we might get some, and she said in the Mercados of 
Mexico City. It was many days until I could test the lady’s advice, 
as we were on our way to Acapulco. 

To make a long story short, I did finally manage to collect seven 
Ptilogonys among other nice Mexican birds. ‘The back of our car 
was loaded with cages and birds on our home stretch. ‘lwo Ptilo- 
gonys died on the way, leaving five upon arriving home. After a 
week or more rest in a large cage in the ‘* Loochoo Robin ”’ aviary, 
the Ptilogonys were released into the aviary. 

The next year saw one pair carrying nesting material, but the 
only result that year was that the male of the mated pair killed the 
odd male, and eventually in 1947 I had only three left, a male and 
two females. ‘This was the year of my first near success, as I reported 
in my article on the hybrid Clarin-Jilgearo, when one Ptilogony was 
reared to the flying stage, but it died in the nest. No further attempt 
to nest was made until this year, which is a peculiar thing. 

In April, 1952, my wife and I again were on our way home from 
Mexico, this time with another seven Ptilogonys and other birds. 
‘Three of these were given to friends, and I kept two pairs which were 
released in due course with my old pair. Ptilogonys evidently are 
gregarious in nesting habits, as this year all three pairs had _ nests 


and hatched young, but only one pair was successful in rearing one 


young. As I write (8th August) the young bird is quite on its own, is 
mostly grey, and does not show any yellow on its under tail-coverts. 
Ptilogonys are rather late nesters, June being the month nest building 
starts, and the nest is constructed mainly of Spanish moss plus rootlets 
and grasses and some hair and string, but without the Spanish moss 
I don’t think they would nest. Two to three eggs are laid (eggs are 
bluish-grey, heavily peppered and speckled with dark brown) in the 
open cup-shaped nest. The nesting sites varied in my case. One 
pair built in a branch of Ceonotus (California wild lilac bush) about 
seven feet up and right next to the aviary netting in full sun ; this 
later proved the death of the young from sunstroke. Another pai 
nested about nine feet up in a thick and well shaded trumpet vine ; 
this young one simply disappeared. The third, and successful pair, 
nested in a fork of a top branch of a long-needled pine tree about 
nine feet up. This last nest was partially shaded. Two young hatched 
here after approximately 14 days of incubation, the male took his 
turn, and when not incubating would guard the nest quite well. 
Territories were set up by each male, and not too belligerently 
enforced, but I did feed them in four or five different places. 
Ptilogonys, like Phainopeplas, feed their young on berries very soon 
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after hatching. I only gave mealworms two or three times a day, the 
parents hawked quite a few insects, but fed the young mostly on 
canned blueberries from which the syrup had been washed ; fresh 
blueberries were also cherished when available, also soaked currants, 
Philadelphia cream cheese also was taken. The giving of mealworms 
presented a problem in such a mixed aviary. A pair of Indian Brown 
Robins were particularly annoying, both in stealing the worms and 
chasing the Pulogonys away. ‘The Robins built three nests in three 
different nest-boxes, laid three eggs each time, but did not hatch any. 
An Aztec Thrush was also a nuisance, but by quickly placing a few 
worms in different places the Ptilogonys got enough. Ptilogonys are 
not aggressive, and almost any smaller bird can frighten them. off, 
such as a Scarlet ‘Tanager, the Robins, etc. Fresh figs are greatly 


cherished by Ptilogonys, and, of course, elderberries. Apples and 


bananas, hard boiled egg, and my Pablum mixture are also taken. 

In our climate Ptilogonys are quite hardy, and seldom use the 
shelter, even in rain and stormy weather. One year the temperature 
got down to 11° F. but the days were sunny ; such extreme temperature 
change, however, 1s fortunately rare here, 30-32° being the usual 
extremes in winter, and not often. 

Other near successes were : Grey-winged Blackbirds, one young out 
of nest, but injured in its first flight, and later died at about three 
weeks old ; one young Red-vented Bulbul almost reared, but died of 
sunstroke during a very hot spell (these birds now have another 
young about twelve days old) ; Blue-winged Sivas had young ; also 
Silver-eared Mesias, Shamas, White Eyes, and Satin Bower Birds 
had one egg; also Spectacle Thrushes and Indian Rock Thrushes. 
[ just do not have enough aviaries for breeding. Next year I plan to 
have a series of breeding aviaries where one pair of birds can be by 
themselves. 

Now (11th September) the one young Ptilogony is doing very well, 
and shows some yellow on the under tail-coverts. 
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THE BIRD COLLECTION AT THE PAIGNTON 
ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS 


By KENNETH SMITH (Paignton, Devon, England 


The avian collection at Paignton Zoo has been increased consider- 
ably during the past few years, particularly in 1953. It is still small, 


however, if compared with the exceedingly rich and representative 
collection maintained here by Mr. Whitley before the last war. 
‘There are no comprehensive family exhibits here now, such as that of 


the Birds of Paradise of bygone days. We have, nevertheless, many 
interesting specimens, and we aim to increase the avicultural side 
of the Zoo as far as circumstances will allow. 

New arrivals are accommodated alongside old inhabitants. ‘These 
older birds are living reminders of former days when the Primley 
collection could vie with any other avicultural establishment in the 
world—of days, indeed, when in many respects it could not be excelled ! 

A pair of Great Condors have been at the Zoo for about twenty 
years. At the end of last January and in early February mating 
was observed, and on 26th February an egg was laid. The birds 
were most attentive, seeming to share incubation duties fairly, and 
my hopes were high. Maximum privacy had been ensured by fencing 
off the whole range of birds of prey cages from the public, and only 
the keepers directly concerned with the Condors’ welfare were allowed 
in the area. But, alas! these precautions were of no avail, for on 
3rd April the egg had gone ; taking into account the full circum- 
stances I was forced to the conclusion that it had been destroyed, 
most likely by the male. The day was Good Friday, and the noise 
of the first holiday crowds, although not close, was disturbing. 
Mr. Whitley told me that these Condors had succeeded in hatching 
a chick some years previously, and all went well for a while ;_ then 
the cock killed the youngster—though not intentionally—when he was 
upset by visitors. 

Caged next to the Condors is a pair of Chilean Sea Eagles, and on 
the other side are three Brazilian Caracaras. ‘There is also a very 
tame Hooded Vulture, one of a number I brought from West Africa 
in 1951. Probably the most unusual exhibit among our raptorial 
birds is a Swainson’s Buzzard (Buteo swainsoni), sent to us last winter 
by Mr. Tom Baines, of Calgary Zoo. I know of no record of this 
species being shown in Britain before. It is a choice feeder, and it is 
stated that in the wild state it subsists largely on gophers ; our bird 
takes freshly killed mice, young rats, and rabbit flesh. 

Four fine American Eagle-Owls, also received from the Calgary 
Zoo, are shown next to the British Litthe Owl, forming an amusing 
contrast in size. A pair of Barn Owls reared a chick this summer, and 
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in the previous season two young were raised by the same pair of 
birds. 

The natural beauty of the Zoo, enhanced by subtropical trees and 
shrubs, provides an ideal setting for Cranes. They do well in spacious 
Grass en losures, where palms, bamboos, and other trees and plants 
ornament the scene and offer shade and shelter. A mixed group 
of Sarus and Demoiselle share the largest enclosure ; other Cranes 
shown are Grey-necked Crowned, Japanese White-necked, and 
Stanley. Geese, too, roam the enclosures, our stock including Cape 
Barren, Egyptian, Canadian, and Abyssinian Blue-winged. 

In January, 1953, we imported Black-necked Storks from India, 
They are handsome dandyish creatures, much more elegant than the 
Jabiru the Jabiru I knew in the small 7.00 attac hed to the old George- 
town Museum was very dignified, but hardly elegant !), and in the 
sunlight their darker plumage appears almost glossy. Black-necked 
Storks, I think, need a good deal of care in an English winter, even 
here in Devonshire. For extra protection against draughts and extreme 
cold we have built straw-padded fencing around their winter sleeping 
quarters. \ notable eye difference, presumably of sex, occurs in these 
Storks ; the larger bird, which I believe is the male, has an all-black 
eye, while the smaller bird, presumed female, has a yellow iris and 
black pupil. 

Other large birds of note are Adjutant Storks, White Pelicans, 
Black-footed or Jackass Penguins, and an Emu. In the aviaries 
opposite the Storks’ compound is a Spoonbill, which was found with an 


injured wing near Teignmouth. I may say that during the past two 


years I have had several reliable reports of Spoonbills observed in this 


district, sometimes of twelve to fifteen birds flying together. One 
of our keepers was fortunate enough to see a Spoonbill from the train 
window when travelling along the coastal railway between Paignton 
ind Teignmouth. 

The Sacred Ibis, Cattle Egret, and Vulturine Guineafowl are 

ther intere¢ sti g spec ies re presented. The Cattle Eeorets came trom 
the collection I made in the Sierra Leone Protectorate. In summe1 
they strut through the long grass in the aviary, arching and stretching 
their necks as they search for insects, just as they did back in Africa. 
The Vulturine Guineafowl were brought from Kenya by Messrs. 
J. Seago and R. Bloom in November, 1952. They are now fully 
acclimatized. At times they cavort around the aviary in quite a mad 
manner, expressing it seems just the sheer joy of living ; their concerted 
calls of excitement can be heard a long way off. 

Oiled and injured sea birds are often brought to the Zoo for atten- 
tion, some of them, of course, quite beyond recovery. We do what 
we can to save them, but it is an exacting business if the injuries are 
serious. ‘Three Manx Shearwaters, which -were washed ashore at 
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Bude and offered to London Zoo, were sent here recently on the advice 
of Mr. John Yealland. We supplemented the fish diet with halibut 
liver oil capsules. On moonlight nights I watched their shuffling 
and scrambling gait, and now and again heard their wild penetrating 
call. 

The largest aviary in the Zoo, the Cottage Aviary, 50 feet by 
14 feet, contains seed-eating birds. It gives splendid opportunity 
for flight, while bushes and plant life provide a naturalistic touch. 
Silverbills, Zebra Finches, Rose Finches, Bengalese, Red-headed 
Buntings, Avadavats, Java Sparrows, and Canaries, as well as native 
species, nest freely. In spring and summer the floral effect is delightful 
and the activity among the birds causes great interest among visitors. 
In adjoining aviaries are four kinds of Myna: Black-headed, Grey- 
headed, Bank, and Pied. 

The Parrot House collection is under the supervision of Miss Gladys 
Salter. Macaws are well represcnted and include Spix’s, Illiger’s, 
Severe, and Hahn’s; Conures include Blue-crowned and Golden- 
crowned ; Parrots include Salvin’s, Red-throated, and Maximilian’s ; 
and among the Parrakeets is the Green-winged King. Rarest bird 
in the Parrot House is the beautiful Blue-eyed Cockatoo (Aakatoe 
ophthalmica), the survivor of a pair specially secured in New Britain 
for Mr. Whitley by Mr. Shaw-Mayer. Elsewhere in the Zoo there 
are Ring-necked Parrakeets which bred during 1953. A pair of richly- 
hued hybrid Parrakeets (Barnard’s x Rosella), which came from 
Mrs. G. 'T. Clark’s aviaries at Bromsgrove last May, is kept in the 
Pheasantries. Here, too, are Indian Gallinules, also a fine Hunting 
Crow, or Hunting Magpie, (Cissa chinensis), a gift from Mr. A. A. 
Prestwich. 

Wild birds find the Zoo a virtual sanctuary. Buzzards soar or fly in 
languid fashion overhead, often several in view together. Teal, Shoveler, 
Pochard, Wigeon, and Mallard come to the lakes to join our water- 
fowl (Carolinas, Bahama Ducks, Pintail, and Sheld-Ducks, in addition 
to Mallard and some hybrids). Herons drop down to fish the shallows 
of the lakes, Moorhens abound, and Water Rails skulk in the reed- 
beds. Woodpeckers, Magpies, and Jays are common, and Gold- 
crests flit unobtrusively through copses and plantations. 

It is probably correct to say that there are more Peafowl at Primley 


than anywhere else in Europe. Like the wild birds they enjoy complete 


freedom here, roaming as they wish through the Zoo grounds and over 
Mr. Whitley’s private estates. They are left entirely to themselves at 
nesting time and bring up their own young, no attempt being made 
at hand-rearing. In springtime it sometimes seems as if one meets a 
Peacock in display at every turn, each bird attracting a circle of 
admiring visitors. The Peafowl roost in groups, and I often count 
twenty to thirty birds in a single tree. The report of a gun or the 
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careless banging of a door in the still of a summer night often starts 
them calling ; the raucous cries come from all directions, from every 
roosting place it seems,some quite distant. It isa remarkable experience 
to stand alone in the darkness in the centre of the Zoo, listening to the 
tremendous volume of sound coming from the near-by trees and from 
the wooded slopes beyond. 

I have not, of course, mentioned all the birds in our collection. 
To do so would have given this article a catalogue complexion even 
more than it bears now. I have attempted to avoid this as far as 
possible, and I hope I have not fallen too far short of that aim. In 
conclusion, I would like to acknowledge the enthusiasm and meticulous 
care shown by Mr. R. Travers, and by Major D. Willis-Fleming, 
members of the staff; they are responsible, day by day, for the 
welfare of the birds 


ITS A ‘““*NEW WORLD” .... FOR BIRDS. 
By Dr. Georce A. ALLEN (Salt Lake City, Utah, U.S.A. 


As the civilization of a country becomes more mature its inhabitants 
seem increasingly to recognize the importance that bird life plays in 
the economy of their land. This is evidently more true of older lands 
where the need for conservation is so great. Farmer and urban dwellet 
alike recognize that abundant bird life means fewer insect pests and 
consequently better crops. ‘loo, they appreciate more fully the 
esthetic value of birds, and take steps to ensure preservation and 
propagation. ‘There is apparently a direct relationship between the 
knowledge and care of bird life, and the degree of culture in a nation. 

When the older civilizations were at their peak, protective laws 
were often enforced by the death penalty. Some birds, such as the 
rare and beautiful varieties of pheasants, could be owned and held 
captive only by royalty, and were therefore named the ‘ Royal 
Birds **. Feathers from those of rare beauty were only for the plumes 
of the ruling class, and a violation of this law meant the most severe 
punishment. 

Evidence of esteem and admiration of avian life is to be found in 
our museums, where the designs show birds woven into the most 
delicate and costly fabrics. These, together with the rare paintings 
which once could be possessed only by the wealthy, now come down 
to us through the centuries as proof of the high appraisement these 
feathered aristocrats enjoyed in those elegant days. 

Sut nowadays in Europe birds are taken for granted as almost a 
necessary part of most households. The city dweller with his small 


backyard plot keeps some ducks, bantams, or pheasants for the 


esthetic value and animation which they lend to the oft-times drab 
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surroundings . . . as well as for a possible treat for his Sunday appetite. 
The home’s interior is cheered by the presence of a multi-coloured 
pet, or the voice of a captive song ‘er. As the standard of living goes 
up, the individual naturally has a wider selection of birds to choose 
from. Those whose pocket books permit purchase the rare and exotic 
types. However, those of less affluence equally share the desire for 
better birds, and sometimes acquire them at the sacrifice of more 
essential items. ‘Though we human beings are often divided into 
economic classes, there is little or no distinction between the artistic 
judgments of bird lovers. The visual pleasure of an ornamental bird 
reacts about the same on all human retinas, the world over. 

In some oriental countries the birds are for sale in cages 
of exquisite workmanship. American tourists delight in finding the 
Mediterranean market places virtually alive with gay finches, warblers, 
and canaries. 

When Europeans settled the North American continent, wild life 
was richly abundant. But the basic problem of survival demanded 
people’s full attention. Not until after the twentieth century began 
did we realize the tragic rate at which we had dissipated our wildlife 
resources, or the urgent necessity of restrictive controls. ‘The years 
1900 through 1920, witnessed the extinction and near extinction of 
several species of American birds. It was then, by the heroic efforts 
on the part of enlightened citizens, that protective legislation was 
passed to stem this growing calamity. The nation and the forty-fight 
component states are all now fully cognizant of the need for stririgent 
protection, and are banded together in a great restorative movement. 

The Federal Wildlife Agency protects the migratory birds. The 
game commission of each state protects its upland game inhabitants. 
These, together with the Audubon Society, the American Pheasant 


Society, and numerous other groups, have created a public conscious- 


ness of our feathered friends’ place in our daily living. The few 
ripples started by the breeze of protest against waste has by now 
developed into a considerable wave of constructive action whose 
crest rises higher year by year. 

This surge of interest has now attained very noticeable proportions. 
It is no longer considered a pastime for the effeminate. Lectures and 
pictures on this subject are filling our auditoriums. Bookstores every- 
where have new departments for ornithological literature. Even the 
layman often buys the excellent new books of whose scholarly content 
and artistic appeal America may be proud. 

An interesting example is the magazine with which your author is 
connected, the Pheasant Fancier’s, Game Breeder’s, and Aviculturist’s 
Gazette. We began a little over a year ago with a mere bulletin ; 
to-day it circulates in every state and territory of the Union. Other 
journals are also well received. 
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All this has resulted in a public demand for the unusual species. 
This is being met partially by domestic breeders, but to a large extent 
by importations from the corners of the earth. Europe’s exports to 
the Western Hemisphere are increasing : but Africa, the Near East, 
the Orient, New Guinea, Australia, and South America, are also 
supplying an ever-growing number. 

‘The Budgerigar is at present enjoying great popularity in the Ameri- 


can home. Because of its friendly nature, ability to talk and ease in 
1 


propagation, it has made a market for itself comparable to any new 


fashion fad. But, fashions change, and other species will gain equal 


popularity. The exotic species of parrots are in ascendancy, and 
rightly so, because of their brilliant colours and adaptability to 
household training. And, of course, the canary is a classic pet. 

Thirty-two years ago, my oriental pheasants took nearly every 
prize ribbon the fairs here had to offer. But I must confess that they 
were almost the only birds of their kind to be seen in this part of 
America ! ‘To-day oriental pheasants are familiar members of most 
amateur collections, and certainly basic to every aviary. Any school 
child knows them. 

But even more remarkable is the new crop of organizations in this 
field. In the past five years alone, over forty-five new groups have 
organized with serious motives. Nor are we any longer considered 
hobbyists. Congress must now reckon with bird enthusiasts as a first- 
class pressure group! Rightly or wrongly, one large society recently 
has actually been a force in delaying the construction of a large 
federal power dam project because its members feared this would 
destroy a wildlife area ! 

Like their forerunners in Europe, the American scientific organiza- 
tions and societies stimulate interest in the preservation of unusual 
species, and keep the public informed on their care. 

Yes, birds have achieved their place on the American scene. They 
have come out of the laboratories and museums into our homes and 
hearts. Breeding is now a recognized industry. Conservation is an 
accepted responsibility. Collecting is almost a national habit. These 
little feathered promoters put our best publicity experts to shame. 
For, once properly introduced, they are a product which really 
‘speak for themselves ” 

It will be some time before birds on this continent have the popular 
understanding and respect which they enjoy in Europe. But there can 
be no doubt that they now have entered a ‘‘ new world ”’, and before 
long will become equally endeared to the American people. 
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A CONVERSATIONAL LOVEBIRD 
By MARIE EARL-OLSSEN (New York, U.S.A. 


Some time ago my Fischer’s Lovebirds (Agapornis fischeri) had five 
babies. Usually I finger tame these funny little creatures much the 
same as the young Budgies. There was one in the nest which seemed to 
me to be particularly brighter than the others and I named him 
Scampy. We spent a great deal of time together—he liked to cuddle 
close to my neck and would run in and out of a paper bag retrieving 
buttons and bottle caps I would throw in. 

At the time I happened to be training two young Budgies and had 
them with me the greater part of the day, sitting on my shoulder and 
running around my neck from one shoulder to the other. Scampy 
chose a place right under my chin to cuddle. 

As he grew older he enjoyed perching on the play pen and became 
unusually friendly with Buddy, our famous talking Budgie. Usually 
Buddy enjoys the company of other birds, but being somewhat un- 
certain how he would welcome Scampy, I watched very closely. 

Unlike most lovebirds Scampy made no pretence of biting 
Buddy’s toes and apparently all was well for they got along beautifully 
and were always together. This probably being the reason that 
Scampy has learned to talk. 

One day recently Scampy was on my desk where I was writing and 
[ was sure I heard him say a few words. Continuing with my work as 
before and paying not the least bit of attention to him I watched him 
closely. On my desk is a shiny brass calendar which intrigues him 
immensely. Soon I heard him say “‘ Pretty Boy’ as plain as day. You 
may well imagine my astonishment when I heard him utter his first 
words. 


He since has added ** sweet ”’ to this and I am anxiously waiting for 


the rest of the sentence for I am almost sure he is trying to say “* sweet- 
heart ” 


This has convinced me that birds taken from the nest early are far 
superior as talkers. They have complete confidence in us at this early 
age and show such devotion. 

To my knowledge there is but one other lovebird that talked. 
[ believe he was a Peach-faced (Agapornis rosicollis) and owned, 
if I remember correctly, by someone in England. I understand 
this little fellow would sit on his master’s shoulder, nip his ear, and 
say “‘ naughty boy ” 
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BIRDS OF THE COLOGNE ZOOLOGICAL 
GARDENS 


sy Marvin L. Jones (U.S. Army, Germany 


Of the eight major zoos of Western Germany to-day, the finest 
collection of birds is at Cologne. The zoo, having made the greatest 
change from war destruction to modernness, also has an admirable 
mammal and a small reptile collection. Not having the money of 
some of its sisters in Germany, it has, through skilful bargaining and 
business acumen, made a name for itself in the post-war zoo world. 
[ts Director since May, 1952, Dr. Wilhelm Windecker, has added 
over 200 species of animals to the colony since his arrival, many of 
which are not to be seen elsewhere in the Federal Republic. ‘The 
initial impression given to a foreign visitor is of a zoo that has suffered 
very much, but is trying very hard to make good once again. The 
buildings are for the most part very old and rather decrepit, but must 
serve till funds will permit replacement. The Monkey House in par- 
ticular is in the same style as 1860, when it was opened, and some of 
the cages seem older. Paint is needed as are new bars and retaining 
walls, but the outside has been repaired quite well, and helps the 
overall picture. Only the Bird House can be called new, even though 
the shell of it was built in 1890. The interior is new, opened in the 
summer of 1952, in the style of Bronx Park, minus the balconies. 
Che cages along one wall are for the larger birds such as toucans and 
hornbills, while the opposite side has smaller cages for the weavers and 
finches. All are wired in front and on the sides, and serviced from a 
rear alleyway ; the wire and walls are painted cream colour and 
help cheer up the place somewhat. At one end of the building is a 
very large swamp type cage, with peat moss and a pool for the waders, 
and at the other two cages for monkeys, with smaller glass covered 
ones for the humming birds and sunbirds. These have plants and 
limbs, while the larger ones have perches and leaves on the floor. In 


one corner of the finch side are a series of glass-covered cages in tier 


fashion, the bottom for mammals and the top for the parrakeets and 


lories. The centre of the building has palms and benches for the 
visitors. A very interesting exhibit of winter shelters for the wild birds 
of the region is now being held in this space at the same time. The 
other two exhibition buildings are the Elephant House, a very old 
structure also, and the old Ostrich House made new as a combined 
Reptile and Winter House for the birds. The entire collection of 
reptiles is to be seen here in aquariums of varying size and varieties. 
Some of these are home-made and are very nice, featuring growing 
plants and dirt floors ; some have pools, but others no water. ‘The 


cages for the birds are of wire (reinforced) with connecting doors to 
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outdoor pens ; all are without tops, as are the pens. The centre cage 
has a large pool and is for the flamingoes. Pools flank the wall and 
create a more or less natural barrier to the cages for the crocodilians. 

Scattered throughout the zoo are cages for birds, in temporary 
fashion, as a new run for the pheasants and related forms is under 
construction, and will be ready for occupancy by the end of December, 
1953. 

For the waterfowl are provided two large lakes with adequate 
breeding quarters ; these contain running water, so no danger of 
possible stagnation exists. ‘The cranes and the swans are in a very large 
open lake area just near the main gate and about two blocks square. 
Several of the animals and birds are afforded complete liberty, such 
as the guans, tapir, and macaws. The latter have so far (the tempera- 
ture has fallen below freezing on two occasions) been left out to seek 
shelter wherever they wish. The macaws prefer an open branch while 
the guans and tapir like thickets. None has so far proved of any 
trouble, and no bites have been reported, despite large numbers of 
children in the summer. Those in the zoo line can well understand 
the tension that these little devils can create in liberty animals. 

On clear days a parrot school is held on the lawn just outside the 
Bird House and has proved a big hit with the visitors. It is very 
surprising what the Amazons can be taught with a little patience. 

In all fairness to the Frankfurt Zoo, which also has a very large 
collection, Cologne has a better representation of the birds normally 
kept in a bird house, while Frankfurt leads in Accipitriformes, flightless 
birds, owls, and the herons. This zoo, however, lacks a good grouping 
of waterfowl despite a very large lake, and smaller cage birds. Like- 
wise its Bird House is very old fashioned in keeping many of its inmates 
in cages similar to those used in pet stores, or very crowded. Both have 
their merits and rarities, but in my opinion Cologne takes the lead 
and has the finest specimens in plumage and colour. Taking them in 
order seen and not scientifically, we have in the new ‘Tropical 
House a very nice male Eastern Cock of the Rock in full plumage, 
sharing a rocky, tropical planted cage with a number of sunbirds 
recently received from Africa, and as yet unidentified. ‘This is the 
only Cock of the Rock in Germany and one of few in Europe. Antwerp 
has a female but no male. Sharing quarters in the same house are a 
single specimen of the rarely seen Indian Adjutant and a pair of 
Marabous, as well as a Saddle-bill, and one Secretary Bird. Pro- 
ceeding along the walk toward the Bird House the next exhibit to 
catch our eyes is the large cranes’ enclosure, filled with East and 
Western Crowns and Demoiselle, with a family of Mute Swans for 
company. The usually unruly Andean Geese are also to be seen here 
in the form of a pair, another pair are in the main waterfowl pond. 
30th get along very well with the other birds in contrast to all published 
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reports on this rare form of Magellan Goose. Just beyond the old 
bear dens and Lampeshausen, the village of rabbits, is the well-filled 
main waterfowl pond or Teich as it is called in German. A well- 
represented grouping is to be seen with many specimens which are 
newcomers from the Tilburg Zoo. The rarest are the Ashy-headed 
Geese, a young pair, and the typical Magellan Geese. A quartet 
of Spot-billed Ducks, two of the Black-backed Comb Ducks, and all 
the other waterfowl in the zoo are kept here, with the exception of the 
Coscorobas, which are on a small pond with the Bahama Pintails 
and the colourful Mandarins, Wood Ducks, and the Formosan Teal, 
with their equally rare cousins, the Maned Geese of Australia which 
are kept on a waterfall-made pond just in the rear of the main pool. 
Now within view is the main Bird House, a strange-looking structure 
reopened in 1952, and almost overcrowded with a well-rounded 
collection. ‘The outdoor flying cage contains the ‘Trumpeters, rare 
Orange-naped Imperial Pigeon, and Red-billed Green Fruit Pigeon, 
as well as the Illiger’s Macaw, Pileated Jay, and a fine Magpie 
Jay of Central America. Flanking the two entrances are cages for 
the birds of prey, wire fronted with gravel flooring, and providing 
adequate room for all but the Condors. This trio came from Tilburg 
in the spring shipment, as did many of the collection. It is made up 
of a mature male and two immature specimens, a male and a female ; 
all get along very well so far. The Red Kite shares a cage with the 
Kestrels, and the fine Bateleur, a male just coming into colour, is their 
neighbour. 

Once indoors the first sight is a mass exhibition of bill posters of 
zoos from other parts of Europe ; several are from the Eastern Zone 
and Holland. It is a very unusual thing to see a zoo boosting others 
in such a manner. The main building is very large, about equal to 
the London Zoo main building, and in the same style, except for the 
lack of cages in the centre. All but four are wire-fronted and have 
adequate skylighting, providing plenty of light even on rainy days. 
The light-coloured walls and cage fronts (in contrast to the dark 
greens and greys of many zoo bird houses) help this a great deal. 
Che collection is arranged in no definite manner, but according to 
the neighbourliness of its occupants. Due to the limited number of 
cages some, such as the finch and tanager cages, are so filled that it is 
almost impossible to count the number seen. 

Just right of the main door and proceeding in this manner, we first 
come to four little picture cages for the humming bird, sunbird 
Tacazze), whiteeyes, and the sugar-bird. ‘These are about 
tx 2 2 feet, and have painted backbrounds. They are serviced, as 


are all cages, from the rear. That they agree with the inmates is proved 


by only three deaths since their opening, and these were delicate 
humming birds \ fluorescent lamp gives adequate light and shows 
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off the brilliant colours of the sunbird and humming bird very 
effectively. The next series of cages are large enough for all to get 
a good flight, and are for the larger types of birds. The fine collection 
of Rhamphastines are kept here, as well as the hornbills. ‘They are well 
mixed, but agree with one another. The one toucan named ? is 
a semi-adult bird cailed vitellinus by Windecker, but which appears to 
be the same as ariel but with less red in the breast. I recall vitellinus has 
a yellow and white breast, so until further checking will leave as it is. 
Che Ariels are very good and in fine colour, as is the young ‘Toco. The 
Concave-casqued Hornbills are a true pair without a doubt, and next 
year plans are set to attempt to get them to build a nest and breed. 

The formerly rare Hartlaub’s Touraco, now seen in zoos all over the 
world, share their cage with a fine Buttner’s, another rara avis. Farther 
down the line is one cage just full of pigeons and doves. Amongst 
the rarer species are the Amethyst Pigeon of Jobi, the Brown Witch 
Dove, and the Blue-headed Dove. All are great buddies and perch 
together very well. One cage in this grouping is filled with the fine 
myna collection, including the Lesser Hiil, Bank, and Golden-crowned. 
Che latter has never been seen before by me in any zoo and I would 
appreciate any comments on its previous exhibition. The end of the 
building has a large swamp cage with planted trees and shrubs pro- 
viding cover and perches for its many inhabitants. The Burmeister’s 
Cariama, never common, is here along with the Tiger Bittern and 
Ypecaha Wood Rail, the not too often seen (not in Europe that is 
Florida Heron and Snowy Egret, and some Australian Crows (I don’t 
know the real common name), likewise never seen before by me. The 
Red Bird of Paradise shares the next cage with the colies and the jays. 
[t is a male and is now in full plumage, the wire-like tail feathers a very 
nice length. Among the many inhabitants of the crowded finch cages 
are Versicolor Buntings, Blue-backed Manakin, Mountain Cardinal, 
Green Cardinal, Diuca Finch, and Blue Thrush. 

In the tanager cage the collection is comprised mostly of the smaller 
species, such as Three-coloured Calliste and Violet Euphonia, with a 
nice full-coloured Brazilian and a Black Tanager. The tier-arranged 
cages which provide space for the small mammals on the lower level, 
and birds on the upper, are the quarters of a pair of the Queen 
Alexandra’s Parrakeet, not seen elsewhere in Germany, two Orange- 
fronted Conures, and an excellent specimen of the Red-backed Lory. 
The building has many more rarely seen forms and most of the 
commoner ones. Just outside the Bird House is the Parrot School, 
already mentioned, and the favourite tree of the at liberty Macaws. 
A grand and unusual sight is the full plumaged Red and Blue Macaw 
in full flight from this tree to another a full block away. The birds have 
now been at liberty since early spring, and have never attempted to 
stray from the zoo. Directly behind this open area are the new quarters 
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for the flamingoes, a natural swamp, which they seem to enjoy 
immensely. In the winter they will be brought in, as ice is the main 
danger, and usually forms overnight, when' no one is around to 
break it up. At the rear end of the zoo in an area, still showing the 
ravages of war by bombing, are temporary cages for the pheasants, 
and a range for the Emus and Ground Hornbills. The Leadbeater’s 
Ground Hornbill is one of the forms uncommonly seen. Returning to 
the main zoo area are passed the cages for common European birds, 
such as the Partridge and Tawny Owl. ‘The majority of the rare 
birds have been listed, but many others, such as the Baillon’s Aracari, 
Spot-billed Toucanet, Red-banded Aracari, Great Barbet, and the 
Sonnerat’s Junglefowl, could be described as such also. 


THE NATIONAL CAGE BIRDS EXHIBITION 
OF [O54 


By Davip SETH-SMITH 


The Show held at Olympia on the 7th, 8th, and gth January, was 
certainly as good as any of the great shows that I can remember, and 


I have not missed many, in fact we are told that it was a record, 


a word | seem to remember hearing afte every show I have attended. 


No doubt it was so, chiefly from the enormous and ever-growing 
popularity of the Budgerigar. Canaries and Budgerigars occupied 
practically the whole of the body of the hall, and for the foreign and 
more interesting of the British birds one had to ascend to the spacious 
gallery. 

{ am not particularly interested in Canaries nor, to any great 
extent, in Budgerigars, since they have become as domesticated as 
Canaries or poultry, but there is one particularly interesting point 
about them, namely the extreme rapidity with which they have 
become domesticated. I remember very well the first pair of blues 
or I think it was a trio) exhibited at the Royal Horticultural Hall 
in November, 1910, by Mr. Pauvvels, of Belgium. ‘They caused quite 
a sensation as they also did when, with their owner’s permission, 
I showed them at a meeting of the Zoological Society. This was at 
that time the only variety, except the yellow, to appear in the 
Budgerigar, and now, forty-four years later, we see the bird changed 
in size and present in a great variety of colours and combinations of 
colour, and in this one show, numbering some 2,600 birds. This 
shows what can be done in a very free-breeding species by careful 
selective breeding. The Budgerigar is surely quite unique in the 
way it has taken to a domestic life. 

The class for Lovebirds and Parrotlets was well filled, mostly by 
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Fischer’s Lovebirds. This is a fine species which I hope will not be 
allowed to dwindle and die out, as has been the case with some of 
the Lovebirds such as the Black-cheeks and the once common 
Madagascar. ‘There were some excellent Masked, Peach-faced, and 
Red-faced, as well as Blue-winged Parrotlets. 

There was a beautiful Golden-mantled Rosella which quite put 
the Common Rosellas in the shade, a fine pair of the now very rare 
Derbyan Parrakeet, some very good Stanleys, Plumheads, and Cocka- 
tiels, as well as a grand pair of Queen Alexandras. I wish they would 
not persist in calling this bird the ‘ Princess of Wales’ Parrakeet’ 
(here has been only one Queen Alexandra, and it was in honour of 
this great lady that Gould named the bird, although she was Princess 
of Wales at the time. 

Amongst the Lories and Lorikeets was a beautiful pair of the very 
rare and pretty Musschenbroek’s Lorikeets, as well as several of the 
typical Lories. Hanging Parrots were represented by Blue-crowned 
and Vernal. There was a good Hawk-head, two female Eclectus, 
and a lovely Lear’s Macaw. 

‘There were two classes for the commoner Waxbills which were well 
filled, while that for the rarer Waxbills and their allies contained 
some such gems as Violet-ears, Dufresnes, Painted Finches, and others 
not often seen. Parrot Finches, Gouldians, and other Grass Finches 
were well represented. 

Amongst other seed-eaters one noticed several species of Cardinal 
and the American Evening Grosbeak, Yarrell’s Siskin, Golden 
Sparrows, and the rare Green Twinspot. I was interested to see a 
pair of the charming Painted Quails, delightful birds for a grassed 
aviary, but not suitable as cage birds. 

The Zebra Finch seems to be becoming as much a domestic bird 
as the Budgerigar. There were no less than four classes for it, one 
for the normal type, one for ‘“‘ Cinnamon and Fawn,” one for “‘ White, 
Cream, Silver, and Albino”, and the fourth for “‘ Pied and any 
other colour’. I must say the Zebra in the form and colour in which 
Nature made it is beautiful enough for me. 

The foreign soft-bills formed a grand collection. The humming 
birds of which some half-dozen species were shown, appeared to be in 
excellent condition, and seemed to be enjoying themselves in spite 
of the comparatively low temperature prevailing, though the manage- 
ment had done everything possible to warm that part of the hall. 
Sunbirds, too, were well represented by such showy species as the 
Amethyst, Malachite, Tacazze, and Amethyst-rumped, a_ lovely 
group which did not in the least find fault with their conditions. 
Sugar-birds and Zosterops too looked very good, while the Tanagers, 
both large and small, were in great force and of many species. They 
are amongst the world’s most colourful birds, but not more beautiful 
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than others we were still to see ; Niltavas in black and blue take a lot 
of beating, and the pair shown had as their neighbours the Natal and 
Cape Robin, both most attractive species. ‘The Thrushes and Fruit- 
suckers were also a nice lot with the very handsome Blue and so-called 
Common Rock-Thrush, the Orange-headed, and Olive-backed 
‘Thrushes. 

Some of the Starlings are amongst the most showy of birds, and 
here were nearly a score of these from the brilliant Long-tailed and 
Purple-headed Glossy and the Spreos to the more sombre-hued 
Pagoda Starlings ; and of their near relations, the Mynahs, we were 
introduced to several that were expert talkers. 

Chere were some good ‘Toucans, Blue Pies, and Jays, and a class 
of only two entries for Doves contained a pair of Barred and a pai 
of the very pretty and rare Plumed Doves from the dry parts of 
Australia, very desirable in an aviary where desert conditions can be 
maintained, but not looking their best in a cage. 

The last classes in a show of this kind are generally the most 
interesting, and may produce some thrills, because they generally 
contain birds that are quite out of the ordinary run. ‘The three classes 
concerned were for *‘ All other ” softbills (1) not larger than a Pekin 
Robin, (2) Larger than a Pekin Robin, but not larger than a Glossy 
Starling, and (3) Larger than a Glossy Starling. In (1) there were 
Red-headed Manakins, delicate little black birds with bright red 
heads, Blue-backed Manakin and Coppersmith Barbet. In (2) were 
a pair of the rare African Jacana or Lily-trotters, birds only suited 
to an aviary containing water-lilies, a Wilson’s Bird of Paradise in 
very good condition, a Blue-winged Pitta, Green-winged Malkoha 
a species of Cuckoo), Brown ‘Thrasher, Babblers, and Barbets ; all 
very rare birds. The last of these three classes contained the most 
spectacular birds of all, namely three species of the larger Birds of 
Paradise, a Greater, a Red, and a Twelve-wired, all in lovely condition, 
though the last had broken off the delicate tail-wires from which the 
species derives its name. The judges awarded to the Greater Bird 
the prize for the best Foreign Bird in the show. 

British Birds were well represented, with no less than six well-filled 
classes for those bred in cages or aviaries. The breeding of British 
birds in captivity has progressed steadily since foreign birds became 
more difficult to obtain than formerly, and much can be learnt of the 
breeding habits of even our commoner birds by this means, as was 
proved by Dr. David Lack when he bred the common Robin in an 
aviary. 

British soft-bills were a lovely lot, such mites as Wrens, Willow 
Warblers, and Tree-Creepers being in perfect condition, and proving 
the great skill of their owners. This section was of great educational 
value to all who wished to see, in the flesh, some of our least common 
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native species such as the Black and Common Redstarts, Shorelark, 
Fieldfare, Ring Ouzel, Golden Oriole, or Great Grey Shrike. ‘The 
Waxwings were, as usual, looking sleek and beautiful. They are the 
most contented of birds so long as they can gorge themselves on the 
food they like. I used to find that soaked currants suited them very 
well and did not make them too fat, which Waxwings are very inclined 
to become. 

On the whole, the birds were shown in suitable cages, though there 
were some exceptions, but I would like to protest against the present 
fashion of painting the bars of the cages white. If we painted the 
wire-netting of our aviaries white, the birds would be practically 
invisible, so we paint them black, and the birds show to perfection. 
These white cage-fronts only dazzle the eyes and spoil the view of the 
occupant. 

From this brief and incomplete review it will be gathered that the 
National Exhibition has been a grand show, splendidly organized by 
the proprietors of Cage Birds, to whom all interested in aviculture owe 
a deep debt of gratitude. It has been a great undertaking and we 
are told that any profits are to be handed over to charity. 


. * * 


LONDON ZOO NOTES 


By JoHN YEALLAND 


Some ninety birds have been added to the collection during the past 
two months. The presentations include two Bushy-crested Hornbills 
Anorrhinus galeritus carinatus), new to the collection ; a Great Indian 
Hornbill (Dichoceros bicornis) ; a Bay Wood Owl (Phodtlus badtus) ; 
two White-crested Jay Thrushes (Garrulax leucolophus) ; two White- 
throated Jay Thrushes (G. albogularis) ; two Striated Jay Thrushes 
Grammatoptila striata) ; three Blue-cheeked Barbets (Cyanops asiatica) ; 
three Hodgson’s Barbets ( Thereiceryx lineatus) ; three Larger Racquet- 
tailed Drongos (Dissemurus paradiseus) ; two Barred-shouldered Doves 
(Geopelia humeralis) ; a Cape Dove (Gina capensis) ; two Blue-spotted 
Wood Doves (Turtur afer kilimensis) ; two Blue Sugar Birds (Dacnis 
cayana) ; a Black Tanager (Tachyphonus rufus) ; two Indian White- 
eyes (Zosterops palpebrosa) ; a Pale Rock Bunting (/ringillaria impetuant) 
new to the collection; two Egyptian Geese (Alopochen aegyptiacus) ; 
a Goosander ( Mergus merganser) ; two St. Thomas Conures (Eupsittula 
pertinax), and two Rosy-faced Lovebirds (Agapornts roseicollis). 

A pair of Tri-coloured or Prince Maximilian’s Jays (Uroleuca 
cyanoleuca) have been purchased. This handsome bird has never before 
been exhibited here, but was once in Mr. Whitley’s collection. 

An Edwards’ Pheasant (Hierophasis edwardsi) ; ten Amethyst-rumped 


3 
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Sunbirds (Cyrtostomus zeylonicus), and four Purple Sunbirds (C. asiaticus 
have been received in exchange. Four Ornate Lorikeets ( Trichoglossus 
ornatus) ; five Forsten’s (7. forsteni) ; a Black Lory (Chalcopsitta atra) ; 
three Black-capped (Domicella lory) ; three Purple-capped (D. domicella) ; 
one Chattering (D. garrula), and three Yellow-backed (D. g. flavopalliata) 
have been deposited, together with four Crowned Pigeons (Goura 
cristata) ; ten Nutmeg Fruit Pigeons (Mpristicivora bicolor) ; a Javan 
Mynah (Gracula intermedia javana), and three Yellow-crowned Bulbuls 

Trachycomus ochrocephalus). 

‘Two Black-footed Penguins have so far been bred and the Emus, 
which usually nest in February, have laid three eggs. 


* * * 


BRITISH AVICULTURISTS’ CLUB 


‘The forty-first meeting of the Club was held at the Rembrandt 
Hotel, Thurloe Place, South Kensington, $.W. 7, on Wednesday, 
13th January, 1954, following a dinner at 7 p.m. 

Chairman: D. Seth-Smith. 

Members of the Club: Mrs. J. R. Alderson, W. D. Bell, Miss K. 
Bonner, Mrs. V. M. Bourne, Captain A. Clarence, T. R. W. Crewes, 
W. D. Cummings, A. H. D’Aeth, J. O. D’eath, Miss S. A. Fothergill, 
J. C. Garratt, Miss D. Gask, T. Goodwin, H. J. Harman, R. E. Heath, 
H. J. Indge, Miss E. M. Knobel, Miss M. H. Knobel-Harman, G. S. 
Mottershead, S. Murray, K. A. Norris, A. A. Prestwich, J. H. Reay, 
R. C. J. Sawyer, H. A. Snazle, P. Sutton, R. A. Taylor, E. N. T. Vane, 
N. S. Walker, H. Waller, C. H. Wastell, H. Wilmot. 

Guests: Dr. K. Aylwin-Gibson, J. Bailey, D. Bell, M. D. Bell, 
Mrs. W. D. Bell, Lieut.-Col. C. L. Boyle, Mrs. C. L. Boyle, S. Croucher, 
Mrs. 8S. Croucher, Miss H. Gentry, F. S. George, P. Hansen, Mrs. H. J. 
Indge, Mrs. N. Masters, Mrs. S. Murray, Mrs. J. H. Reay, Mrs. D. 
Seth-Smith, T. Spence, Mrs. P. Sutton, Mrs. R. A. Taylor, Mrs. C. H. 
Wastell, Miss H. Wastell, Mrs. H. Wilmot, A. J. Woods, Mrs. A. J. 
Woods. 

Members of the Club, 33 ; guests, 25; total, 58. 

Lieut.-Col. C. L. Boyle showed the Carling Conservation Club 
coloured sound film ‘‘ Ring-neck Pheasant”’. This film depicts the 
life history of the Ring-neck, introduced into Canada mainly for 
sport, so it is perhaps not altogether surprising that it commences with 
the shooting of several pheasants and ends in the same way. It, never- 
theless, is of great interest and contains some really excellent close-ups. 

J. G. Garratt showed his coloured film ‘“‘ Humming Birds”. The 
title inadequately describes the contents of the film as, in addition to 
Humming Birds, it shows many other birds in the aviaries at ‘‘ Wych- 
wood’. No particular sequence is followed and we are shown indis- 
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criminately pictures of Parrakeets, the gardens, and Sunbirds, Sugar 
Birds, and Humming Birds in colourful natural surroundings. The 
film may be best described as a very creditable effort by a real bird 
enthusiast. 

The next meeting of the Club is on roth March, 1954. 


ARTHUR A. PRESTWICH, 


Hon. Secretary. 
* * 


NEWS AND VIEWS 


J. M. Spence, Cape Town, writes: “‘I have just bred a young 
Cape Robin, Caffrornis caffra caffra, and as far as I know it has not been 
bred in South Africa before.” 

* * * 

H. Murray reports: “‘ I managed to get a second generation of my 

Guiana Parrotlets, but it was so late in the year, November-December, 


that they did not thrive and died when six weeks old.” 
>” * *x 


The Society holds a very large stock of back numbers of the AvicuL- 
TURAL MaGaAzINE from which it is generally able to supply the needs 
of members who require particular copies. Inquiries should be 
sent to the publishers, Messrs. Stephen Austin and Sons, Ltd. 


* * * 


D. M. Reid-Henry is forming a collection of skins of British and 
foreign birds, both common and rare. He would be glad if members 
having the misfortune to have any birds die would send the bodies, as 
fresh as possible, to him at 43 West View Drive, Woodford Green, Essex. 

* * . 

Our publishers take a bow. A member in Alabama writes : “‘ The 
printers, the binders, the Editor, and all concerned with getting out 
the AvICULTURAL MaGazinE do a beautifully magnificent job. The now 
rare privilege of seeing a task done with infinite care and pride is due 
to the above mentioned. I gratefully thank them for a wonderful 
magazine throughout.” 

* * ~ 

J. W. Clemitson reports for 1953: ‘“‘ My old pair of Cockatiels 
have bred eleven young, making thirty-three in three seasons. The 
most interesting event has been one young Crimson-wing which I 
hand-reared from three days old. The Crimson-wing egg was incu- 
bated for two weeks under a big split-fallow Budgerigar hen, and 
then completed by my Stanley hen, who refused to feed the youngster. 
Hand-rearing has taken four months before the youngster was entirely 
independent. However, it was well worth it as the youngster is strong 
and healthy and, of course, very tame.” 
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Dr. Alan Lendon writes: *‘‘ I should like to take this opportunity 
of thanking you personally and through you, the members of the 
Avicultural Society, for many kindnesses and much hospitality during 
my stay in England. I have seen a great deal of interest and have 
been cordially welcomed wherever I have been, and I shall always 
have the most pleasant memories of English aviculturists and of their 
collections. 

I must ask you to make a correction in the next issue of the magazine. 
In the last [1953, 176] I stated that Sir Edward Hallstrom had bred 
the Red-eared Conure (Pyrrhura cruentata) last year. I have recently 
seen the true P. cruentata (a very lovely bird) at Wassenaar, and it 
is certainly not the bird Sir Edward bred. I rather think now that 
it was the Red-bellied that he bred, but I will try and confirm this 
later.” 

* * 


Dr. E. Béraut writes from Rio de Janeiro: ‘‘ My collection of 
Humming Birds is still doing well. I possess one Heliactin cornutus in 
wonderful plumage, a young bird which has moulted in my aviary, 
and my best bird. I believe I now know the best way to keep the 
more difficult species : Heliactin, Heliothrix, and particularly Pygmornis, 
which live and moult perfectly, mostly thanks to a massive production 
of fruit flies (Drossophila). 

‘I also use a new way of transportation ; instead of putting the 


Humming Birds in a cage, which creates difficulties in airplanes, 
I place each of them in a small bag of cloth with a small hole for the 
head to stick out. They are thus obliged to keep quiet and do not 
become exhausted. Every hour, I take them out of the box where 
I keep them during the trip and make them drink. They can travel 
for twenty-four hours under such conditions without being tired.” 


A. A. P. 


REVIEWS 


PHEASANT BREEDING AND CARE. By Jean DELacour. 
Illustrated. Fond du Lac, Wisconsin: All-Pets Books, Inc. 
1953. 98 pages. $3.00. (Distributed in England by Bailey Bros. 
and Swinfen, Ltd., 46 St. Giles High Street, London, W.C. 2. 

This attractively illustrated and printed book is a completely revised 
and enlarged edition of the book on Ornamental Pheasants by Charles 

F. Denley, which proved so popular with and helpful to fanciers, both 

amateur and old hands. Mr. Delacour writes with authority and 

precision on a subject with which he has been familiar for many 
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years, both at first-hand and through the experience of his trusted 
aviary attendants in France. 

The encouraging tone of the book, as evidenced by such sentences 
as ‘** All the pheasants, with very few exceptions, live and breed well 
in captivity ’, should go far to make recruits for the hobby and sport 
of pheasant-keeping. Moreover, the suggestions for keeping these 
handsome birds are of such a useful and practical nature as to enable 
almost anyone to apply them with satisfactory results. 

The descriptions of the various species are very compact and to the 
point—sufficient to enable the reader to recognize and identify them. 
The accompanying black-and-white illustrations are excellent close-up 
photographs of birds in typical poses; they enhance the practical 
value of the text measurably. 

Detailed suggestions for the construction of runs, shelters, etc., are 
given, all based on actual and successful experience. The sections 
devoted to breeding and to feeding are especially good——two phases of 
pheasant-keeping which must be mastered to make a success of this 
fascinating pastime or business. Of special interest and value is the 
chapter entitled ‘‘ Pheasant Health and Disease Control’’, con- 
tributed by Dr. Jungherr, who heads the Department of Animal 
Diseases at the University of Connecticut. One of the most valuable 
aspects of this handy up-to-date book is the excellent bibliography 
printed at the end. It enables the reader to delve more deeply into 
whatever phase of pheasant-keeping happens to intrigue him. 


CARL NAETHER. 


DIE VOGEL DES LANDES SACHSEN (The Birds of Saxony). 
By Dr. RicHarD HEyperR. With 20 portraits and other illustra- 
tions. Leipzig: Akademische Verlagsgesellschaft Geest & 
Portig K.-G. 1952. 467 pages. Price : DM. 28.00. 


In this comprehensive and carefully done research work we are 
given authentic and ample information concerning both the occurrence 
as well as the distribution of birds in Saxony. 

The author has collected his data over a period of forty-odd years, 
has verified them as best he could, and has presented them in an 
interesting manner. His source materials—bibliography—give in 
chronological order 1,167 references—an astounding wealth of materials 
on which to base his findings. This bibliography is one of the most 
valuable parts of Dr. Heyder’s book, since it affords the reader an 
excellent overview of the entire field, indicating at the same time the 
painstaking thoroughness with which the author performed his large 
task, 
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The numerous species of birds occurring in Saxony are given separate 
and detailed listings in this comprehensive book. Each listing explains 
the frequency of occurrence as well as the distribution of the bird or 
birds in question, supported by references. Anyone seeking dependable 
information regarding the many species of birds occurring in Saxony 
will find this book a rich source. 

A detailed alphabetical index of places—towns and villages—where 
certain birds occur as well as an alphabetical index of the scientific 
names of the birds of Saxony round out this practical work. 


CarRL NAETHER. 


PARROTS EXCLUSIVELY. By Kart Pratu, Curator of Birds, 
Chicago Zoological Park, CressA FEYERABEND, and Dr. IRvING 
E, ALTMAN. Illustrated. Fond du Lac, Wisconsin: All-Pets 
Books, Inc., 1953. 54 pages. $1.25. (Exclusive British Dis- 
tributor: Bailey Bros. and Swinfen, Ltd., 46 St. Giles High 
Street, London, W.C. 2.) 

This well-illustrated book, with colourful paper cover, is repre- 
sentative of the practical guide-books which All-Pets, Inc., is issuing 
in increasing numbers. Three authorities, each one thoroughly 
conversant with his or her subject, have pooled their experience and 
their knowledge to produce this handy and highly informative book 
on parrots, which are now in their hey-day of popularity both in 
Europe and in the United States. 

Following his introductory comments on feeding, caging, and 
breeding, Karl Plath describes in pithy, specific language the different 
species of parrotlike birds, beginning with the Amazons, followed 
by the Macaws, Conures and other American parrakeets, Lovebirds, 
Cockatoos, and, finally, Cockatiels. Some excellent black-and-white 
illustrations enhance the text noticeably. 

The section devoted to “ Personality and Training” is indeed 
interesting, dealing as it does with the remarkable ability of parrotlike 
birds to respond to human training, and citing many fascinating and 
some unique instances of unusually well-trained birds. The reader 
is given practical suggestions as to which species of parrotlike birds 
are likely to become good talkers, when they should be purchased, 
and how they should be taught. 

The final portion of this handy book presents practical hints on 
how to keep your parrotlike birds in good health for many years. It 
is therefore one of the most important in the book ; it was written 
by Mr. Altman, a veterinary doctor. 

The illustrations were done by Karl Plath and also by Douglas 
Tibbitts, staff illustrators for the Chicago Natural History Museum. 
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All in all, this is a stimulating book on a very popular subject, 
filled with practical hints, which should find a permanent place on 
every bird-fancier’s bookshelf. 

Cart NAETHER. 


NOTES 

BREEDING OCELLATED TURKEYS AT THE ROTTERDAM ZOO 

With reference to my information in this Magazine, No. 5, Vol. 58, September- 
October, 1952, it may be of interest to mention the breeding results obtained in 1953. 
The hen (of the same pair) laid from 13th May until 18th June (rather late in the 
season) 14 eggs, all fertile. Ten chicks hatched, five of which had bad (crooked) toes. 
Eight chicks were raised, the two that died were faultless. The sex-ratio was about 
fifty-fifty. 

F, J. APPELMAN. 


CORRESPONDENCE 
THE MASKED FINFOOT (Heliopais personata' 


I write to inquire if any member of the Society can give any information as to the 
above bird. Has the Finfoot ever been bred in captivity, and for that matter has it 
ever been shown in a U.K. zoo? I think, am not too certain, I once saw a Finfoot 
fly across a stream in Upper Assam. But I have never seen it in captivity. 

C. BuckINGHAM JONES. 

DrBRUGARH, 

ASSAM. 


| We have no information regarding the importation of this bird, and regard it as 
unlikely.—Ep. ] 


MOUSTACHE OR BANDED PARRAKEET (Psittacula a. fasciata) 

This bird is very common in India. In captivity it seems difficult to breed, at 
least not many definite successes have been recorded. I put this down to the fact 
it does not stand captivity very well. 

I have lost, I suppose, nearly a dozen birds in the last two years. Only one did 
I manage to keep alive for any length of time, a female which I had for nearly that 
period. All the rest died during the quarantine period I always give to new birds 
on arrival, or within the next three to four months. 

And always the same complaint—pneumonia—save one killed in a hailstorm. 
At least the symptoms are those of pneumonia. I have no post-mortem facilities here. 
The bird is in rude health one minute, sick the next, and dead within 6-8 hours. 
All the pneumonia symptoms as set out in Tavistock’s Parrots and Parrot-like Birds. 
My last two casualties were quite recent. As soon as the birds showed signs of illness, 
I treated them with Sulphamethazine, but to no effect. The disease is so rapid the 
drug seems to have no time to take effect. 

But what causes the disease ? 

I was and am anxious to breed Moustache Parrakeets. I like the birds. But they 
have beaten me. I just cannot keep them alive, and I think I am not alone in this. 
A certain zoo in India seems to have the same trouble, at least I have noted a succession 
of these birds, following on casualties presumably. And it cannot be the climate, 
chills etc. ; P. a. fasciata is indigenous. 

Can any member of the Society throw any light on how to keep the Moustache 
Parrakeet in good health in captivity ? 

C. BuckINGHAM JONES. 
D1BpRUGARH, 
ASSAM. 
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BREEDING PARROTLET HYBRIDS 


I have read the letter from H. Wildeboer in the AvicuULTURAL MAGAZINE, Novem- 
ber—December, 1953, referring to my Parrotlet article. Of course I have read 
Neunzig several times, but I can only say that perhaps he is speaking about another 
sub-species of the Parrotlet family. The legs of all my birds are of nearly the sam« 
colour, differing only a little from flesh-coloured to greyish flesh-coloured, but not 
according to species. My Green-rumped Parrotlets are not bigger than my Blue- 
rumped ; if two old cocks perch side by side, the Blue-rumped looks definitely the 
bigger. 

J. DALBORG-JOHANSEN. 
GRAABRODREPLADS 6, 
ODENSE, DENMARK. 


BREEDING RED-BELLIED CONURES 


I have been successful with my Red-bellied Conures (Pyrrhura frontalis) this year. 
Che hen laid in June, and after incubating for approximately 30 days, hatched 
out two young in the first part of July, which left the nest 45 days later. The hen 
incubated alone, but the young ones were fed by both parents. They used dry seed, 
sprouted seed, and mostly ripe apple and pear as rearing food. 

When the youngsters left the nest they were fully feathered, nice birds very much 
like their parents, but a little duller in colour and with shorter tails. ‘The parents, 
especially the cock, fed them for nearly a fortnight after they had left the nest. The 
old birds did not feel inclined to start a second brood, but after a month or two the 
hen became very bored with the youngsters, and I transferred them to another cage. 
Che breeding cage, only 80 cm. long, was placed in my bird-room with a nest-box 
formerly used for Bourke’s) placed outside. 

I am sorry I cannot give more exact information about the eggs and dates, but 
I dared not disturb the nervous birds too much. 

J. DALBORG-JOHANSEN. 
(GRAABRODREPLADS 6, 
ODENSE, DENMARK 


CorriIGENDUM.—Volume LIX, No. 6, November/December, 1953. Page 209, line 


31, for ** fecal sacas”’ read “‘ faecal sacs 
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RULES OF THE AVICULTURAL SOCIETY 


Rules of the Avicultural Society 


Last amended, 11th November, 1953. 


1.—The name of the Society shall be THe AvicutTuRAL Society, and its 
object shall be the study of British and Foreign Birds in freedom and in captivity. 
Poultry, Pigeons, and Canaries shall be outside the scope of the Society. The 
year of the Society, with that of each volume of the Society’s Magazine, which 
shall be known as the AvicuLTURAL Macazing, shall commence with the month 
of January and end on the 31st December following. 


2.—The Avicultural Society shall consist of Ordinary, Life, Honorary Life 
Members, and Honorary Fellows, and the last shall be restricted in number to 
ten, and be elected by the Council. 


3.—The Officers of the Society shall be elected, annually if necessary, by 
Members of the Council in the manner hereinafter provided, and shall consist of 
a President, one or more Vice-Presidents, a Secretary-Treasurer, an Assistant 
Secretary, an Editor, and a Council of fifteen Members. The President, Vice- 
Presidents, Secretary-Treasurer, Assistant Secretary, and Editor shall be ex officio 
Members of the Council. 


4.—New Members shall be proposed in writing, and the name and address 
of every person thus proposed, with the name of the Member proposing him 
shall be published in the next issue of the Magazine. Unless the candidate shall 
within two weeks after the publication of his name in the Magazine, be objected 
to by at least two Members, he shall be deemed to be duly elected. If five 
Members shall lodge with the Secretary objections to any candidate he shall not 
be elected, but the signatures to the signed objections must be verified by the 
Scrutineer. If two or more Members shall object to any candidate the name 
of such candidate shall be brought before the Council at their next meeting, 
and the Council shall have power to elect or to disqualify him from election. 


5.—Each Member shall pay an annual subscription of £1, to be due and 
payable in advance on the tst of January in each year; and, on payment of 
the subscription sha!l be entitled to receive all the numbers of the Society’s 
Magazine for the current year. Life Member’s fee, £15. 


6.—Members intending to resign their membership at the end of the 
current year of the Society are expected to give notice to the Secretary before 
the 1st of December, so that their names may not be included in the “ List of 
Members ” 
Magazine. 


» Which shall be published annually in the January number of the 
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7.—The Magazine of the Society shall be issued on or about the first day of 
every month, and forwarded, post free, to all the Members who shall have paid their 
subscriptions for the year ; but no Magazine shall be sent or delivered to any Member 
until the annual subscription shall have reached the hands of the Secretary-Treasurer. 
Members whose subscriptions shall not have been paid as above by the 
first day in November in any year shall cease to be Members of the Society, 
but may be readmitted, at the discretion of the Council, on payment of the 
annual subscription. 


8.—The Secretary-Treasurer, Assistant Secretary, and Editor shall be 
elected for a term of five years, and, should a vacancy occur, it may be temporarily 
filled by the Executive Committee (see Rule 10). At the expiration of the term of 
five years in every case it shall be competent for the Council to nominate the 
same officer, or another Member, for a further term of five years, unless a second 
candidate be proposed by not less than twenty-five Members of at least two years’ 
standing, as set forth below. 

In the November number of the Magazine preceding the retirement from 
office of the Secretary-Treasurer, Assistant Secretary, and Editor, the Council shall 
publish the names of those members whom they have nominated to fill the 
vacancies thus created ; and these Members shall be deemed duly elected unless 
another candidate or candidates be proposed by not less than fifteen Members of 
at least two years’ standing. Such proposal, duly seconded and containing the 
written consent of the nominee to serve, if elected, in the capacity for which he is 
proposed, must reach the Secretary on or before the 15th of November. 


9g.—The Members of the Council shall retire by rotation, three at the end of 
each year of the Society (unless a vacancy or vacancies shall occur otherwise) and 


three other Members of the Society shall be recommended by the Council to take 
the place of those retiring. The names of the three Members recommended shall 
be printed in the November number of the AvicuttuRAL Macazine. Should the 
Council’s selection be objected to by fifteen or more Members, these shall have 
power to put forward three other candidates, whose names, together with the 
signatures of not less than fifteen Members proposing them, must reach the 
Secretary by the 15th of November. The names of the six candidates will 
then be printed on a voting paper and sent to each Member with the December 
number of the Magazine, and the result of the voting published in the January 
issue. Should no alternative candidates be put forward, in the manner and by the 
date above specified, the three candidates recommended by the Council shall be 
deemed to have been duly elected. In the event of an equality of votes the 
President shall have a casting vote. 

If any Member of the Council does not attend a meeting for two years in 
succession the Council shall have power to elect another Member in his place. 


10.—Immediately after the election of the Council that body shall proceed 
to elect three from its Members. These three, together with the Secretary- 
Treasurer, Assistant Secretary, and Editor, shall form a Committee known as the 
Executive Committee. 

The duties of the Executive Committee shall be as follows :— 


i) In the event of the resignation of any of the Officers during the Society’s 
year, to fill temporarily the vacancy until the end of the year. In the case of the 
office being one which is held for more than one year (e.g. Secretary-Treasurer, 
Assistant Secretary, or Editor) the appointment shall be confirmed by the Council 
at its next meeting. 
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(ii) To act for the Council in the decision of any other matter that may 
arise in connection with the business of the Society. 


The decision of any matter by the Executive to be settled by a simple 
majority (three to form a quorum). In the event of a tie on any question, such 
question shall be forthwith submitted by letter to the Council for their decision. 


The Executive shall not have power 
(i) To add to or alter the Rules ; 
(ii) To expel any Member ; 


(iii) To re-elect the Secretary-Treasurer, Assistant Secretary, or Editor 
for a second term of office. 


It shall not be lawful for the Treasurer to pay any account exceeding 
£10 unless such account be duly sanctioned by another Member of the Executive. 


It shall be lawful for the Secretary-Treasurer or Editor to pledge the 
Society’s credit for a sum not exceeding £100. 

Should a Member wish any matter to be brought before the Council direct 
such matter should be sent to the Secretary with a letter stating that it is to be 
brought before the Council at their next meeting, otherwise communications will 
in the first place be brought before the Executive. 


A decision of a majority of the Council, or a majority of the Executive 
endorsed by the Council, shall be final and conclusive in all matters. 


11.—The Editor shall have an absolute discretion as to what matter shall 
be published in the Magazine (subject to the control of the Executive Committee). 
The Secretary and Editor shall respectively refer all matters of doubt and difficulty 
to the Executive Committee. 


12.—The Council (but not a committee of the Council) shall have power to 
alter and add to the Rules, from time to time, in any manner they may think 
fit. Five to form a quorum at any meeting of the Council. 


13.—The Council shall have power to expel any Member from the Society 
at any time without assigning any reason. 
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The Society’s Medal 


RULES 


The Medal may be awarded at the discretion of the Council to any 
Member who shall succeed in breeding, in the United Kingdom, any species of 
bird which shall not be known to have been previously bred in captivity in Great 
Britain or Northern Ireland. Any Member wishing to obtain the Medal must send 
a detailed account for publication in the Magazine within about eight weeks from 
the date of hatching of the young, and furnish such evidence of the facts as the 
Council may require. The Medal will be awarded only in cases where the 
young shall live to be old enough to feed themselves, and to be wholly independent 
of their parents. The question of awarding a Medal for the breeding of local 
races or sub-species of species that have already been bred shall be at the discretion 
of the Council. No Medal can be given for the breeding of hybrids. 

The account of the breeding must be reasonably full so as to afford 
instruction to our Members, and must appear in the AvICULTURAL MAGAZINE 
before it is published or notified elsewhere. It should describe the plumage of 
the young, and be of value as a permanent record of the nesting and general habits of the 
species. ‘These points will have great weight when the question of awarding the 
Medal is under consideration. 


In every case the decision of the Council shall be final. 


The Medal will be forwarded to each Member as soon after it shall have 
been awarded as possible. 


The Medal is struck in bronze (but the Council reserve the right to issue 
it in silver in very special cases) and measures 2$ inches in diameter. It bears on 
the obverse a representation of two birds with a nest containing eggs, and the 
words “* The Avicultural Society—founded 1894”. On the reverse is the following 
inscription : ‘* Awarded to [name of recipient] for rearing the young of [name of 
species], a species not previously bred in captivity in the United Kingdom.” 


The Council may grant a special medal to any member who shall succeed 
in breeding any species of bird that has not previously be 1 bred in captivity in 
Europe. 











CANDIDATES FOR ELECTION 


L. AnpERSON, Brunsfield, Falkirk Road, Galashiels, Selkirk, Scotland. Proposed 
by R. C. J. Sawyer. 

G. W. Baker, 18 Belvedere Avenue, Lancing, Sussex. Proposed by Miss K. Bonner. 

W. BayLey, 32 Clivedon Road, Tilehurst, Reading. Proposed by W. Hepwood. 


Mrs. E. J. BrrcHA.t, “ Valleyfield,” Pipers Lane, Heswall, Cheshire. Proposed by 
J. H. Reay. 


A. pE CARVALHO Monteiro, Praca dos Restauradores 13-2 , Lisbon, Portugal. 
Proposed by A. A. Prestwich. 


Dr. R. Casran, 16 Brd. Président Falliéres, Gabés, Tunisie. Proposed by A. A. 
Prestwich. 

W. A. Danecourt, Hartley, Dartford, Kent. Proposed by Miss K. Bonner. 

G. C. N. Davies, P.O. Box 1155, Lourenco Marques, Portuguese East Africa. Pro- 
posed by A. A. Prestwich. 

I’, DEAN, 35 George Street, Louth, Lincs. Proposed by Miss K. Bonner. 

J. Dor AN, 1409 West Avenue, Bronx 62, New York, U.S.A. Proposed by A. A. 
Prestwich. 

J. G. Eastman, Columbine Cottage, Domewood Estate, Copthorne, Nr. Crawley, 
Sussex. Proposed by Miss K. Bonner. 

E. EGAN, 16 Tewkesbury Avenue, Droylsden, Nr. Manchester. Proposed by Miss Kk. 
Bonner 


W. J. EnrwistLe, Newfoan Isle, Galashiels, Selkirk, Scotland. Proposed by R. C. J 
Sawyer 

F. FANNING, Box 1782, Abilene, Texas, U.S.A. Proposed by J. M. Vaden. 

Major J. Finptay, D.S.O., F.R.Z.S., Cosy Bank, Cults, Aberdeenshire. 
by J. F. Inglis 


Propose d 


H. E. M. Giass, Gledhow, P.O. Stanger, Natal, South Africa. 
Nourse 


G. GRAHAM, 56 Market Square, Duns, Berwickshire. 


Prope Se d by Dudley 


Proposed by G. i Gray. 

R. E. Green, Bristol, Clifton and West of England Zoological Society, Clifton, 
Bristol 8. Proposed by A. A. Prestwich. 

J. Green, The Woodford Pet Stores, George Lane, E. 18. Proposed by D. M. 
Reid-Henry. 


Mrs. R. GrRELLIER, Swindon Hall Farm, Swindon Village, Cheltenham. 
by Miss K. Bonner 


K. S. Harrap, 2 Colchester Avenue, Prestwich, Nr. Manchester, Lancs. 
by A. A, Prestwich. 
Mrs. P. INGRAM, 46¢ Edwardes Square, London, W. 8. Proposed by R. C. J. Sawyer. 


M. C. Lancaster, B.Sc., M.R.C.V.S., Flat D, 26 Belsize Park Gardens, N.W. 3: 
Proposed by Dr. W. C. Osman Hill. 


Mrs. E. M. LonspaALe, Grove House, Stapleford Abbotts, Essex. Proposed by C. H. 
Wastell. 


Pre yp sed 


Prope sed 


P. MANTLE, 14 Parker Road, Ely, Cardiff. Proposed by Miss K. Bonner. 
E. C. Martin, 28 Cedar Grove, Copnor, Portsmouth. Proposed by Miss K. Bonner. 


A. Netson, 301 N. Rural Drive, Monterey Park, Calif., U.S.A. Proposed by P. E. 
Schneider. 


Mrs. F. Nrx, 1007 N. Zangs Blvd., Dallas 8, Texas, U.S.A. Proposed by J. M. 
Vaden. 


\. E. PALMER, 66 Burt Drive, Cotswold, Port Elizabeth, South Africa. 
by D. H. S. Risdon. 


P. G. Paris, Boskenna, St. Buryan, Cornwall. Proposed by J. H. Reay. 

J. P. PeTersen, Nyborgvej 46, Odense, Denmark. Proposed by J. Dalborg-Johansen. 

Miss R. F. Puiturps, 488 Shirley Road, Hall Green, Birmingham 28. Proposed by 
Miss K. Bonner. 

Dr. M. A. RAreveN, Houwelingenplantsoen 8, Vught, s’ 
Proposed by Dr. H. Bauer. 


Pr ( pt ysed 


Hertogenbosch, Holland. 





Mrs. A. O. RicHARDsON, 1317 Poplar Street, Abilene, Texas, U.S.A. Proposed by 
J. M. Vaden. 


J. S. Riccz, Old Broadgate, Millom, Cumberland. Proposed by A. A. Prestwich. 
W. H. Rose, 44 Sapcote Road, Hinckley, Leics. Proposed by Miss K. Bonner. 


Dr. N. A. Rossrrer, 130 Rosetta Road, Durban, Natal, South Africa. Proposed by 
W. R. Carthew. 


J. V. Roumiarp, P.O. Box 72, Stanger, Natal, South Africa. Proposed by Dudley 
Nourse. 


Mrs. E. ScHenck, 58 Coleridge Road, Walthamstow, E. 17. Proposed by Miss K. 
Bonner. 


J. W. Smrrn, Henham Lodge, Henham, Herts. Proposed by D. M. Reid-Henry. 


H. C, StepHan, Mouille Grange, Mouille Point, Cape Town, South Africa. Pro- 
posed by P. Sutton. 


R. H. Tatr, The Willows, Downham Market, Norfolk. Proposed by I. Baty. 
G. L. TEAL, 1981 Sayles Blvd., Abilene, Texas, U.S.A. Proposed by J. M. Vaden. 


J. THorpe, Perrivale, Elmore Lane, Quedgeley, Gloucester. Proposed by A. A. 
Prestwich. 


T. H. Tyre.zt, Bridge House, Brydekirk, Annan, Dumfriesshire. Proposed by 
J. H. Reay. 


M. S. VERNON, 23 Osbaldeston Gardens, Gosforth, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. Proposed 
by J. W. Clemitson. 


H. P. Viemmix, H. Viemmix’ Vogel-en Dierenhandel, Bisschop Zwijsendtraat 116, 
Tilburg, Holland. Proposed by Miss K. Bonner. 


W. A. Wincate, De Lunn Buildings, Jewry Street, Winchester, Hants. Proposed 
by A. A. Prestwich. 


READMITTED 


Mrs. C. M. Cooper, * Villa D’Este,”’ Burges Road, Thorpe Bay, Essex. 
J. Stark, c/o Mrs. F. W. Boote, 6 Percy Road, Handbridge, Chester, Cheshire. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


H. Temsiert, to P.O. Box 37, Maseru, Basutoland, South Africa. 


NEW MEMBERS 


Ihe twenty Candidates for Election, proposed in the November-December, 1953, 
number of the AvicuULTURAL MAGAZINE, were duly elected members of the Society. 


DONATIONS 
(Coloured Plate Fund 


J. SpEDAN LEwis 

J. A. Swan 

A. LAMB ; 

G. S. MorrersHEAD 

S. Murray ‘ ; 
Mrs. J. DALZIEL BirREL!I 
J. W. CLemrrson 

D. M. Cowarp 

H. Cow.ey 

SAUL C, Corwin 





MEMBERS’ ADVERTISEMENTS 
The charge for Members’ advertisements is ONE PENNY PER WORD. P, 
the advertisement, 


‘ayment must 
whisk saat be sant on 07 Aefeiy ie 19h of fe want te A. A. Puaavoretes 
61 Cuase Road, Oaxwoon, N. 14. All members of the Society are entitled to use this column, 
but the Council reserves the right io refuse any advertisements they consider unsuitable. 


WANTED 
Tg Blue-rumped Malay Parrot.—J. W. CLemrrson, 25 St. Paul’s Gardens, Whitley 


Severn Wildfowl Trust Annual Reports, 1 1948-49.—R. New ann, 
93 Arne Avenue, Parkstone, Dorset. mre, a 


Pair of 1952 White Peafowl, and White and Javanese Green Peafowl Eggs.— 
P. J. GLover, Delamore Farm, ‘Cornwood, South 

Hanging Parrots—cock Vernal, hen Didieeeniod Xi. E. Wurrmore, 168 High 
Street, West Bromwich, Birmingham. 


Pair of Demoiselle Cranes, acclimatized, for Spring delivery.—J. D’zaTu, The 
Grove, Hadley, Barnet, Herts. i 


Tui, Tovi, — Canary-winged, Lineolated Parrakeets ; — = species, 
single or pairs.—A. A. Pamerwiom, 61 Chase Road, Oakwood, London, N. 14. 


Hens—King, Crimson- Pileated, and Splendid: also rime Roseate.— 
V. J. Lucas, Park House, West "Rasen, Market Rasen, Lincs. 


FOR SALE 
Hen Barnard’s Parrakeet.—V. J. Lucas, Park House, West Rasen, Market Rasen, 


cs. 
AVICULTURAL Maacazine, back numbers, uniformly bound in excellent condition, 
complete series up to 1946 less Vols. 1 and 3. Vol. 3 unbound, one monthly part 
From 1947 to pigs individual magazines unbound in mint condition. 
, Ballymena, N. Ireland. 


WATERFOWL RINGS 
Members are reminded that the Society’s ial blue are always available. 
All Waterfowl in collections, both public private, should carry them. 
Price per dozen, 
post free. 
Size. . d, 
2-3 Teal . : ; ; , ‘ 
4 Mallard, Pintail, etc. . ; . 2 
4-5 Smaller geese : - . : 
5 Greylag . ‘ o 
Requests for rings should be addressed to the Sie, tee Avicultural Society, 


c/o Zoological Society of London, Regent’s Park, London, N.W. 1, from whom all 
particulars can be obtained. 


POST-MORTEM EXAMINATIONS 
Attention is drawn to the following rules :— 


Rule 1.—A short account of the illness should accompany the specimen. All birds 
to be sent as fresh as possible to Mr. W. Lawrence, The Zoological Society of London, 
Regent’s Park, London, N.W. 1. 


Rule 2.—A fee of 10s. and a stamped addressed envelope MUST be enclosed with 
the bird. 


Rule 3.—No body or skin of any bird will be returned under any circumstances 


whatever. 
Artuur A, PRESTWICH, 
Hon. Secretary. 


missing. 
£45 for lot. J. Gmen, 








COMPARATIVE STUDIES 
ON THE BEHAVIOUR OF 
THE ANATINAE 


Price 5/- post free 
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THE AVICULTURAL SOCIETY 
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